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PREFACE 


Today the people of the world call the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea a “land of education” or a “land 
of learning,” in addition to the “land of Juche” and 
“Chollima Korea.”’ 

The following data which give a clear idea of education in 
the DPRK in the pre-liberation years (the period of Japanese 
imperialist colonial rule until August 1945) and today, show 
well the rapid progress of education in the DPRK. 

Before liberation there were over 2.3 million illiterate 
adults in north Korea, but today all working people have 
attained the intellectual level of the secondary school 
graduate or above. 

The number of higher educational institutions increased 
from zero before liberation to 232 today. 1,250,000 intel- 
lectuals have been trained and the problem of cadres has been 
solved completely. 

Before liberation about 50 per cent of children could not 
afford to go to school. But today 100 per cent of them attend 
schools up to senior middle school. Universal eleven- year 
compulsory education is fully enforced and preparations for 
the introduction of universal compulsory higher education 
are forging ahead. 

What is the secret of the success attained in education by 
the DPRK which was once colonial semi-feudal society, and 
what are its prospects? 

The author has outlined the progress of education in the 
DPRK. 


1. THE IDEAL OF EDUCATION IN 
THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 


The ideal of education is of vital importance in developing 
the education of a country. | 

If there is no correct educational ideal, it 1s impossible to 
set a clear-cut target of education and the orientation of its 
development and to avoid deviations and troubles in the 
difficult and complex educational practice. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

‘‘The guiding idea of our socialist education is communism 
and the Jucheidea.” (Kim I] Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., 
Vol. VII, p. 349.) 

Education in our country is guided entirely by the Juche 
idea, which is fully embodied in all its spheres. 

Education plays a very important role in social progréss 
and revolution and construction. 

Social progress is manifested mainly in the fields of 
transforming nature and society and remoulding man. In the 
final analysis, social progress means that more material 
wealth is produced as a result of the remoulding of nature, 
that social relations change more rationally as a result of the 
remodelling of society and that people become powerful 
social beings possessing ideological and cultural wealth of 
higher standards as a result of the remoulding of men. 

The transformation of man is the basic factor in the 
remodelling of nature, society and man. The reason is that 
man remodels nature and society and the level of social 
progress is determined after all by his ideological conscious- 
ness and his cultural and technical levels. Therefore, without 
paying primary attention to the transformation of man, it is 
impossible to push ahead with the remaking of nature and 
society and carry forward the revolution and construction ata 
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high speed. Because education is responsible for the trans- 
formation of man which is basic to social progress, it is an 
important undertaking which should always be given priority 
and rapidly developed in the revolutionary struggle and 
construction work. 

The question of education acquires still greater impor- 
tance especially in the newly-independent countries which 
have cast off the imperialist colonial yoke. If the peoples who 
have broken free from the colonial and semi-colonial yoke of 
imperialism want to build a prosperous independent state, 
they should eliminate as early as possible the economic and 
cultural backwardness, the historical legacy, and build a 
powerful independent national economy and a unique 
national culture while maintaining political Chajusong. The 
greatest obstacle in the way of the peoples of newborn 
independent countries who are carrying out the tasks arising 
in the building of a new society is the shortage of their own 
cadres who should undertake these tasks and the low cultural 
and technological level of the working people as a whole. 
Unless the people are awakened and educated, the building of 
a new society cannot be pushed forward. If one seeks to 
develop education after shoring up the economy and earning 
money, the revolution and construction will be delayed that 
much. 

As is clear from this, education is a responsible work to 
train people to be genuine masters of the revolution and 
construction and national cadres. Therefore, in the once 
backward countries it is always an important task which 
should be given priority. 

So, in the DPRK education is regarded as the funda- 
mental question which decides the issue of the revolution and 
the destiny of the nation and the policy of keeping education 
ahead of all other work is pursued. 


THE ESSENCE AND AIM OF SOCIALIST 
EDUCATION IN OUR COUNTRY 


To correctly lay down the essence and aim of education is 
a fundamental question in the theory and practice of edu- 
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cation. The right solution of this problem is indispensable for 
correctly evolving educational theory and conducting edu- 
cation along the right course with a clear object. 


Socialist education 1s in essence the work of remoulding 
man to train him to be a powerful being. 


To mould man into a powerful being means training him 
to be an independent man who lives dominating nature and 
society free from all manner of subordination, and also to bea 
creative man who remakes nature and society in accordance 
with his will and needs instead of blindly adapting himself to 
them. 


In order to become a powerful independent and creative 
being, man must acquire independent ideological conscious- 
ness and creative ability, for his position and role in society 
are determined by his independent ideological consciousness 
and creative ability. 


Man’s independent ideological consciousness and creative 
ability are not inborn. There is no ideology and knowledge 
which are innate to man. Independent ideological conscious- 
ness and creative ability which determine the social position 
and role of man are fostered through education. 


Indeed, people learn many things and go through trans- 
formation in the process of practical activities to remake 
nature and society. But they cannot master all the ideas and 
culture created historically by mankind by learning 1n the 
course of practical activities alone. In particular, without 
receiving a systematic education, the nsing generation cannot 
do their bit well in social practice even after reaching the 
working age. 

Through a systematic education, people learn the ideas 
and culture created by mankind, form correct views on nature 
and society and study sciences and technology to transform 
nature and society, thus acquiring the qualities and traits 
which enable them to fulfil their responsibility and role as 
masters of society. 

Therefore, in order truly to contribute to social progress, 
education should be the work of transforming people to make 
them powerful independent and creative beings by cultivating 
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them in independent ideological consciousness and creative 
ability. 

For this reason, education in our country makes it its aim 
to train people into communist revolutionary talents who 
have Chajusong, creativity and consciousness. 

With the clarification of the essence and aim of education, 
the idea and theory on socialist education came to develop 
into a man-centred idea and theory which foster independent 
ideological consciousness and creativity in men and into a 
genuine communist theory on human transformation. 


THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF 
SOCIALIST PEDAGOGY AND PRINCIPLES 
OF EDUCATION IN OUR COUNTRY 


By. the fundamental principle of socialist pedagogy we 
mean the basic theory running through the whole system and 
content of this pedagogy, and it is the basic principle which 
should be followed in educating people. 

Only when the fundamental principle of socialist ped- 
agogy is clarified is it possible to correctly lay down the 
content and method of education and successfully pursue the 
aim of socialist education. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

‘*The fundamental principle of socialist pedagogy is to make 
men revolutionary, working-class and communist. In other 
words, it is to equip men with the revolutionary ideas of 
communism and, on this basis, to see to it that they acquire a 
solid scientific knowledge and are in good physical condition.” 
(Ibid., p. 346.) 

The fundamental principle of our socialist pedagogy 
clearly reflects the principle of human transformation con- 
sonant with the legitimate requirements of the building of 
socialism and communism and the qualities and features 
which should be acquired by the independent and creative 
man. 

In order to build socialism and communism, people 
should be remoulded on the pattern of the working class, the 
most progressive class, and thus turned into people com- 
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mensurate with communist society, the highest ideal of 
mankind. This is materialized through the process of making 
them revolutionary, working-class and communist. 

Lofty revolutionary ideas, a solid scientific knowledge on 
nature and society, and a healthy body are the qualities and 
features comprehensively developed communist men should 
have without fail. 

Thinking determines the value and quality of a person and 
regulates all his activities. To remould people means, in 
essence, to remould their thinking, and what is basic to the 
upbringing of a communist man is to arm him with commu- 
nist ideas. Only when a person is armed with these ideas can he 
acquire the qualities of a communist man and show a high 
degree of Chajusong and creativeness. 

Acquiring scientific knowledge is vital for the all-round 
development of man and 1s the basis for the establishment of a 
scientific world outlook. The creative activities of man for 
remodelling nature and society should be supported by 
scientific knowledge. Only when a man has a solid scientific 
knowledge in addition to lofty revolutionary ideas, can he 
become a fully developed communist equipped with a rev- 
olutionary world outlook, and purposefully take part in the 
struggle to remould and change nature and society. 

A strong body is the guarantee for the intellectual and 
physical activities of a man. Without a strong body, a man 
cannot hope for independent and creative activities nor can 
contribute positively to the revolutionary struggle and con- 
struction work even if he has a sound thought and a scientific 
and technical knowledge. 

Therefore, socialist education aimed at bringing up in- 
dependent and creative men should give both mental and 
physical training in an integrated process while priority is 
given to ideological education. This is the fundamental 
principle of socialist pedagogy, and the main feature of 
socialist pedagogy lies in thoroughly implementing this 
principle. 

It is an important principle in our country to embody the 
party spirit and working-class spirit in education. 

In its class essence, socialist education is party and 


working-class education. So, the party and working-class 
spirits are the life and soul of socialist education and the 
decisive factor of success in educational work. 

In order to maintain the party and working-class spirits in 
education, socialist education should be guided by the 
revolutionary ideas of the working-class party. At the same 
time, socialist education should bean undertaking to bring up 
men to be revolutionaries who are infinitely loyal to the party 
and the leader and devotedly serve their people. 

The next principle maintained in our education is to 
establish Juche thoroughly in education. 

To establish Juche in education is an indispensable 
requisite for training useful revolutionaries by oneself who 
serve the revolution and construction in one’s own country. 
The revolution and construction are carried out by each 
national state as a unit and the masters of the revolution in 
each country are its people themselves. The circumstances 
and conditions, revolutionary tasks and national features 
differ from country to country. Therefore, education should 
be carried out independently in keeping with the revo- 
lutionary requirements, and specific conditions and national 
features of each country. 

In order to establish Juche in education, all educational 
problems should be solved from an independent position and 
the main emphasis should be laid on things of one’s own 
country in instruction. Even when foreign things are taught, 
they should be taught from a Juche standpoint to suit the 
actual situation and conditions in one’s own country and 
flunkeyism and dogmatism rejected completely. 

Regarding it as its important principle to combine edu- 
cation with revolutionary practice, our socialist education 
definitely rejects “theory for theory’s sake” and “‘knowledge 
for knowledge’s sake” and brings up people to be able persons 
equipped with practical ability and live knowledge useful to 
the revolution and construction. 

It is maintained as an important principle of our socialist 
education that the socialist state takes responsibility for 
organizing and conducting education, with the result that the 
socialist education system has been consolidated and de- 
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veloped, the institutions of all-people education completely 
realized and uninterrupted progress and success made in 
education. 


THE CONTENT AND METHOD OF 
SOCIALIST EDUCATION IN 
OUR COUNTRY 


The content of education features both its nature and 
quality. The content of socialist education should be 
thoroughly revolutionary, scientific and realistic. 

The content of our socialist education emanates from the 
fundamental principle of socialist pedagogy, and its major 
components are politico-ideological education, scientific- 
technical education and physical education. 

The main content of politico-ideological education is to 
give the students the revolutionary world outlook of Juche 
and make them infinitely loyal to the party and the leader and 
cultivate them in lofty communist morality. Politico- 
ideological education should be gradually deepened going 
from the younger age to the older, from the lower stage of 
education to the higher. Kindergarten education should begin 
with giving the children the general idea of social phenomena 
and budding political and ideological awareness in them. As 
they grow older and education proceeds to a higher stage, 
their ideological education should be intensified and the 
standard of education raised gradually to give them a deep 
understanding of the essence and principles of social 
phenomena. 

scientific and technical education is aimed at acquainting 
the students with the achievements of advanced science and 
technology attained by mankind and at developing their 
ability to apply them. This education should give general and 
specialized knowledge in accord with the stages of education. 
Its content should be supplemented and enriched uninter- 
ruptedly on the basis of the requirement of the developing 
reality and the new achievements of science and technology. 

In particular, our socialist education demands that the 
content of instruction in all subjects be fully based on the 
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Party policy and linked to the actual situation in our own 
country. Thus, it makes sure that all students learn what is 
badly needed for the revolution in our country and skilfully 
apply their knowledge and techniques to the revolutionary 
practice. 

Physical education aims to develop the bodies of the 
children and students and prepare them adequately for both 
work and national defence. 

Physical education at school centres on strengthening 
students’ bodies and making their physique  well- 
proportioned. The content of physical education should agree 
with the natural and geographical conditions of one’s own 
country, the constitutional characteristics of the people, the 
sexes, ages and physiological requirements of the children and 
students. Physical culture and sports should be popularized 
and made the daily routine of the people. 

Socialist education can be successful only when it is 
conducted by scientific and revolutionary methods. 

Heuristic teaching is an excellent method of teaching 
which not only agrees with the law governing the students’ 
cognition process and formation of consciousness but also 
greatly tends to foster their independence and creativity; 
combination of theoretical education with practical training 
and education with production labour is an important means 
to enable the students to acquire both useful knowledge and 
practical abilities; the organized life and social and political 
activities are momentous means of tempering the children and 
students politically and ideologically and educating them ina 
revolutionary way. These are important methods of socialist 
education. 

Socialist education also envisages the methods of combin- 
ing school education with social education and various social 
educational institutions and all members of society to act in 
concert in the education of children and youth as their 
educators and of carrying on preschool, school and adult 
education simultaneously to give continuous and comprehen- 
sive education to all people throughout their life from 
childhood to old age. 

Further, our country is successfully solving essential 


9 


questions arising in educational work such as the question of 
establishing and perfecting the socialist education system 
which comprises universal compulsory education, universal 
free education, the study-while-working system and system of 
bringing up and educating children; the questions concerning 
the mission and role of educational institutions, the position 
and role of teachers, and the question of the Party’s guidance 
and state assistance in educational work. 

The history of development of education in the DPRK isa 
record of thoroughly implementing the fundamental prin- 
ciples of socialist pedagogy. 
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2. UNINTERRUPTED DEVELOPMENT 
OF COMPULSORY EDUCATION AND 
INTRODUCTION OF UNIVERSAL 
ELEVEN-YEAR COMPULSORY 
EDUCATION 


The DPRK set it as a principle to give education to all 
people and younger generation without exception and pur- 
sues the policy of conducting compulsory education of the 
younger generation at regular school and making all working 
people study in a certain education system. 

Schooling is basic to compulsory education. Compulsory 
schooling should be conducted preferentially so as to bring up 
the young generation of school age to be able workers, lift the 
general cultural and technical levels of society and, on this 
basis, develop adult education. 


1) INTRODUCTION OF UNIVERSAL 
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 
COMPULSORY EDUCATION 


The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

‘“‘To introduce a system of universal compulsory education 
and greatly increase the number of primary and secondary 
schools, specialized schools, and colleges run by the state; to 
reform the system of public education in line with the dem- 
ocratic state system.” (Kim Il Sung, Works, Eng. ed., Vol. 2, 
p. 115.) 

In the early period of building a new society after libera- 
tion, our Party and Government introduced compulsory 
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primary education as the first stage of universal compulsory 
education. 


THE PRINCIPLE OF KEEPING EDUCATION 
AHEAD OF ALL OTHER WORK 


What position does education occupy in the revolution 
and construction and how is it solved? The answer may vary 
with countries. 

When it launched on building a new state, our country was 
in a very difficult situation. Our economy was seriously 
ravaged and the people’s livelihood touched bottom owing to 
the vicious colonial rule of the Japanese imperialists for nearly 
half a century (1910-1945) and the destruction and plunder 
perpetrated by them on the eve of their defeat. Wrecked 
factories had to be rebuilt, railway operation in confusion 
normalized and the people’s livelihood stabilized at once. But 
the country had no financial and economic means to do so. 
Under such circumstances to give priority to educational 
work for the future was no easy task. 

Therefore, quite a few people held that the economy 
should be rehabilitated first to improve the people’s liveli- 
hood before education is developed. 

But the Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of 
the Republic did not see the problem in that light. 

Prosperity of the country and the issue of the revolution 
depended directly on the education of the younger generation 
and if educational work was put off for a day now, its after- 
math could not be wiped out even in ten or twenty years in the 
future. 

No matter how great the difficulties may have been, 
educational work should not be delayed but rather had to be 
given priority. 

Thus, the Party and the state pushed ahead with the work 
of introducing universal compulsory primary education by 
counting on the people and mobilizing their strength. 

The Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea, the 
first organ of people’s power which was newly established 
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after liberation, debated the question of pencil production as 
one of the agenda items of its first session in order to give 
pencils to all pupils although it had many other problems to 
tackle. 

And all precious things of the country were preferentially 
given for the universal compulsory primary education system 
and nothing was spared if it was needed for its introduction. 

The policy of giving priority to education was thoroughly 
implemented and efforts were exerted for preparations for the 
compulsory education, with the result that 94.3 per cent of 
children of school age were admitted to primary school in our 
country already in the autumn of 1948 and almost 100 per 
cent in the new school year of 1949. Drawing on this success, 
the Fourth Session of the Supreme People’s Assembly of the 
DPRK adopted the “Law on Introducing Universal 
Compulsory Primary Education” on September 10, 1949 and 
proclaimed that the compulsory primary education system 
would be made universal from September 1, 1950. But this 
project was forced to be stopped by the Korean war (June 
1950-July 1953) unleashed by the US imperialist aggressors. 

And the preparatory work for compulsory education had 
to be resumed from the start in our country after the war. 

Owing to the US imperialist aggressors’ indiscriminate 
bombings and brutal atrocities nearly all our cities and 
villages were reduced to ruins and also wounds left in the 
educational domain were indescribably serious. 72 per cent of 
schools and 88 per cent of classrooms in north Korea were. 
destroyed by the enemy’s bombings and most educational 
facilities and materials burnt away. 

After the war when even a piece of brick and a gramme of 
cement were valuable, it was a very difficult job to build a 
great number of schools and lay their material foundations in 
a short period to meet the needs of the introduction of 
compulsory education. 

But at that time, too, the Party and the state saw to it that 
priority was given to the building of schools before many 
other reconstruction projects. 

In the spring of 1954 when the postwar reconstruction was 
at its height, the great leader visited a school in Pyongyang, 
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saw classes at work and looked round its destroyed school 
buildings. That day, the leader gave detailed instructions how 
to rebuild and put in order the school better than ever and, 
before leaving the school, stressed that the war-ravaged 
schools must be rehabilitated first of all. Then he earnestly 
said that nothing must be spared if 1t was for children. ‘“‘For 
whom did we fight the war?” he continued. “If we want them 
to succeed us admirably, we must provide them with good 
schools and bring them up well.”’ Thus, our Party and the 
Government of the Republic appropriated funds and ma- 
terials for building schools and laying their material founda- 
tions before anything else, and the people, too, volunteered to 
build schools. Schools rose on the war debrisin all parts of the 
country and the number of schools and students jumped up 
far above the prewar level already during the three years of 
reconstruction after the war. 

Our country successfully put into force the universal 
compulsory primary education system (4-year primary 
school) in August 1956, only three years after the ceasefire, 
and brilliantly introduced in November 1958 the universal 
compulsory secondary education system (4-year primary 
school and junior middle school) for the first time in the 
Fast. 


A NATIONWIDE, ALL-PEOPLE UNDERTAKING 


The work of building schools and laying their material 
foundations which was raised as the most pressing problem in 
introducing the universal compulsory primary and secondary 
education systems was pushed forward through a nationwide, 
all-people campaign. 

In socialist society where the people are masters of the 
country, educational work is a national undertaking which 
the state must organize and carry on under its charge and an 
all-society, all-people work which all members of society 
should push forward with joint efforts for themselves and the 
younger generation. Moreover, in the early period of the 
building of a new state and in the hard period of postwar 
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reconstruction, the entire people of the country had to turn 
out to give education to all the rising generation at school. 

While the state took all possible measures for the colossal 
work of building schools and laying their material founda- 
tions for the introduction of compulsory education, our Party 
and the Government of the Republic made sure that the 
strength of the popular masses and the local reserves were 
actively harnessed. 

First of all, the state increased its investment in the 
education of the younger generation and the successful 
introduction of universal compulsory education. 

In 1946 expenditure on pure educational purposes ac- 
counted for 19 per cent of the total budget of the Provisional 
People’s Committee of North Korea which was worked out 
for the first time after national liberation. This was a huge 
investment, the largest outlay beyond comparison with those 
in state-run work and construction work. After that, the 
outlay for education increased steadily every year. 

After the founding of the DPRK in September 1948 the 
Cabinet formed “the preparatory committee for introducing 
the universal compulsory primary education system” with 
representatives of the parties, government bodies and public 
organizations in the centre and local areas and ensured that 
the committee would promote actively and in a unified way 
the preparatory work for introducing compulsory education. 
And during the war and in the postwar period the Cabinet of 
the Republic considered almost every year the preparations 
for the new school year so as to take state measures for 
securing school building and educational conditions. Thus, 
the preparations for the universal compulsory education 
system were stepped up meticulously. 

On the other hand, all-mass campaigns for building 
schools were briskly unfolded in all parts of the country. 

Immediately after the liberation of the country, the great 
leader called on the people.to turn out in a body in building 
schools for the rising generation, those with money giving 
money, those with technique giving technique and those with 
strength giving strength. In response to his appeal, the 
inhabitants of Taedong County in South Pyongan Province 
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built the Samhung Middle School by their own efforts and in 
its wake primary and middle schools mushroomed through- 
out the country. 

One day when the building of schools was going on full 
steam in all-mass campaigns, the great leader received a 
question from an educationist at a meeting of those engaged 
in educational work. The question was whether a school 
should be built or not for mere ten or twenty pupilsina village 
of fire-field tillers or lumberjacks. The great leader answered 
that although in former days students went after school to 
study, today we must make it a principle to go and build 
school where students live, irrespective of their number, and 
teach them. 

Following this principle of the building of schools, our 
people set up a primary school or more in each ri and, whereit 
was necessary, built many branch schools for dozens of pupils 
each. 

This experience in the building of schools through mass 
campaigns demonstrated great vitality in the struggle for fully 
accelerating the preparations for introducing universal com- 
pulsory primary education in the years of postwar recon- 
struction. 

After the war, our country formed, in conformity with the 
changed situation, school-supporting organizations with fac- 
tories, organs and enterprises which existed around schools so 
that all working people and parents of school children might 
give active assistance in school construction. 

All factories and enterprises sought out reserves by all 
means and unfolded a struggle for increased production so as 
to furnish enough funds and materials for the construction of 
schools and laying of their material foundations. Workers, 
technicians and office employees gave a huge amount of 
labour and technical assistance by working in holidays and 
after working hours and the peasants, too, actively helped in 
the building of rural schools in their slack seasons. 

The maximum state investments in the preparations for 
compulsory education and the participation of the entire 
people in school building bore the result that in the postwar 
Three-Year Plan period (1954-1956) alone 5,455 schools of 
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various levels were newly built or rebuilt throughout the 
country. 

Already in 1955 one primary school or more were 
rationally built in every ri according to the one-school-for- 
one-ri principle, with the result that all children of school age 
were enrolled in school. 


TRAINING OF TEACHER ON OUR 
OWN RESOURCES 


The introduction of compulsory primary and secondary 
education required an adequate solution of the question of 
training large numbers of teachers. 

Our country trained teachers needed for compulsory 
education on our own resources with foresight by using all 
possibilities. First of all, our country directed primary 
attention to building up our own base for teacher-training. 

Immediately after liberation, our country was very short 
of teachers’ training centres and could not train teachers for 
all schools at once. Under such circumstances, our Party and 
Government first took steps to build teachers’ training centres 
for schools of lower levels the demand for whom was the 
largest and which were relatively easy to build up. 

In July 1946 the Provisional People’s Committee of North 
Korea adopted a decision on establishing teachers training 
colleges (centres for training middle school teachers) and 
normal schools (centres for training primary school teachers) 
and began by establishing a normal school in each province. 
Thus, already right after liberation, six normal schools started 
their work and in 1946, in addition to the founding of 
Kim Il Sung University, teachers training colleges were set 
up in Pyongyang and Chongjin, so that new teachers of 
worker and peasant origin could be trained. Drawing on this 
success, 4-year universities of education (centres for training 
senior middle school teachers), the highest institutions of 
normal education in our country, were founded in July 1948, 
thus establishing a well-regulated system of normal education. 

While training teachers with foresight through the regular 
normal education system, various positive measures were 
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taken to meet the rapidly increasing demand for teachers 
promptly. 

Nationwide measures were taken to register former 
teachers and qualified persons working in various sectors of 
the national economy and send them to the educational field. 
Short courses were run and certificate examinations for 
teachers given to push ahead with the work of replenishing the 
ranks of teachers. In order to improve teachers’ political and 
practical qualities, large-scale short courses were organized 
for teachers during school vacation, and correspondence and 
evening courses were greatly expanded in teachers’ training 
institutions. 

In order to make all teachers devote their wisdom and 
energy entirely to educational work and to establish a social 
tone of loving and respecting them, our Party and 
Government took measures with warm solicitude for increas- 
ing their food ration and pay many times from the period of 
building a new state after liberation and even in the difficult 
postwar reconstruction period, giving them good houses 
preferentially and providing priority social treatment to them. 


PUSHING FORWARD COMPULSORY PRIMARY 
AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
SIMULTANEOUSLY 


Seeing through the present and future requirements of the 
revolution, our Party and state carried on the preparations for 
introducing universal compulsory primary and secondary 
education in the postwar reconstruction period. This step of 
stepping up the preparations for universal compulsory prim- 
ary and secondary education simultaneously was based on the 
scientific calculation that since the preparations for the 
introduction of compulsory primary education had been 
completed already before the war, they could be made again 
in a short period after the war. This step also expressed the 
intentions to abolish colonial backwardness as soon as 
possible by relying on the people’s mounting revolutionary 
enthusiasm and put our country in the ranks of advanced 
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civilized countries, and to fully satisfy our people’s centuries- 
old desire for educating the younger generation. 

In addition to the compulsory primary education to be put 
into force during the postwar Three-Year National Economic 
Plan, the Party and the Government simultaneously pro- 
moted preparatory work for compulsory secondary edu- 
cation, such as the building of junior middle schools and ‘the 
training of middle school teachers. Asa result, already in 1954 
when the preparatory work for compulsory primary edu- 
cation was going on full steam, the number of junior middle 
schools increased to 114 per cent of the prewar level and their 
students 102 per cent. 

In 1956 when compulsory primary education was put into 
effect, 100 per cent of the primary school leavers in the cities 
including Pyongyang and workers’ districts and 81.9 per cent 
of those in the whole country entered middle school. This 
meant that our country had a sure guarantee for enforcing 
universal compulsory secondary education immediately after 
the introduction of compulsory primary education. 

Drawing on this success, stress was put on the building of 
rural middle schools in preparing for the introduction of 
compulsory secondary education from 1957 and efforts were 
concentrated on it. Asa result, in 1958 alone, 5,000 and more 
classrooms were newly built, and this made it possible to 
enroll all primary school leavers in middle schools. 

The Fourth Session of the Second Supreme People’s 
Assembly of the Republic announced in October 1958 that on 
the basis of the achievements already attained, universal 
compulsory secondary education (seven-year) would be 
introduced in all areas of north Korea from November 1, 
1958. 


2) INTRODUCTION OF UNIVERSAL 
NINE-YEAR COMPULSORY 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
The Fourth Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea held 
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in September 1961 set out the historic task of carrying 
universal nine-year compulsory technical education into 
effect in the Seven-Year Plan period (1961-1967). 

The nine-year compulsory technical education is an 
advanced education system to train all youngsters under 
working age to be communist revolutionaries equipped with 
rich general knowledge and one kind of technique at least by 
combining general with elementary technical education and 
education with production labour 


THE NECESSITY OF COMPULSORY 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION 


To switch over to nine-year compulsory technical edu- 
cation from universal compulsory secondary education was 
an inevitable requirement of socialist construction which was 
progressing at a fast speed in our country and of the 
development of the socialist education system. 

Enforcement of nine-year compulsory technical edu- 
cation was demanded by the reality before anything else due 
to the necessity of bringing up the younger generation to be 
people of a new type who had abilities and qualifications to 
undertake socialist construction. 

Launching on the Seven-Year Plan in 1961, our country 
was faced with the historic task of completing socialist 
industrialization and all-round technical reconstruction. This 
reality of socialist construction demanded training all the 
younger generation to be able labour reserves equipped with 
technical skills needed in modern production 1n addition to 
general secondary knowledge. Thus, our country needed 
compulsory technical education, the education system of a 
new type which provides elementary technical education 
while giving enough general secondary education and cor- 
rectly combines education with production labour. 

The changeover to nine-year compulsory technical edu- 
cation was also a legitimate demand of the development of 
our socialist education system under which the state assumes 
the charge of education of all the younger generation, sons 
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and daughters of the socialist working people. 

The socialist education system is an all-people education 
system and it should be further consolidated and developed as 
the economic foundation of society becomes firmer. 

In particular, to give compulsory schooling to the rising 
generation until working age is an important duty of the 
socialist state whichis wholly responsible for the development 
and livelihood of socialist working people, and an intrinsic 
requirement of the socialist education system. 

With the introduction of universal compulsory secondary 
education, our younger generation came to receive com- 
pulsory secondary education of the first stage. But they 
finished their course of compulsory education before they 
reached working age. 

Therefore, in order to synchronize the time the younger 
generation finish compulsory schooling with the time they 
begin social labour, it was necessary not only to extend the 
term of compulsory education up to the age when they would 
start work but to introduce compulsory education of a higher 
stage which would give them elementary technical education 
to serve modern production better. 

Proceeding from such actual requirements of socialist 
construction and the vital need of development of the socialist 
education system, our Party and the Government of the 
Republic proposed to introduce universal nine-year com- 
pulsory technical education as an immediate task. 


TECHNICAL SCHOOL, SCHOOL OF A NEW TYPE 


Universal nine-year compulsory technical education was 
an education system of a new type; its term was two years 
longer than the old system and it gave elementary technical 
education as well as general education. So, not a few difficult 
and complex problems cropped up. Among other things, it 
was important to correctly define the type of school in 
compulsory education. 

In the light of this actual situation, the Party and the state 
decided to start technical school as a new-type school of 
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compulsory education. From that time, our country set up a 
technical school in each county and, while running it on an 
experimental basis, carried on the work of scientifically 
defining the term and system of compulsory technical edu- 
cation, the content and level of elementary technical edu- 
cation to be given to all the younger generation. 

Two-year technical schools which imparted basic tech- 
nical know-how in a certain branch of the economy like 
industry and agriculture while giving general secondary 
education were set up everywhere. Drawing on the ex- 
periences and achievements obtained in their running, the 
entire public education system was reformed in 1959. As a 
result, the former senior middle school-system which had no 
contact with the realities of life and hardly gave any technical 
education, was abolished, giving place to the system of 
technical school (two years) and senior technical school (two 
years) which closely combined general with technical edu- 
cation, and education with productive labour. 

The two-year technical school was an excellent form of 
school education which, following the three-year junior 
middle school course, rounded off general secondary edu- 
cation in the main and at the same time gave modern 
elementary technical education in a definite field. 


PROVIDING TECHNICAL TEACHERS AND 
EDUCATIONAL CONDITIONS 


Another important thing in preparing for compulsory 
nine-year technical education was to secure teachers capable 
of technical education and provide the material and technical 
conditions of the schools. 

In order to meet the demand for teachers which rapidly 
increased as nine-year compulsory technical education was 
putinto force, our Party and state strengthened the training of 
teachers and ensured that steps were taken to improve their 
qualifications. 

In October 1959, the Sixth Session of the Second Supreme 
People’s Assembly adopted a law on wholly revising the 
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teacher-training system. According to this step, existing 
normal schools were abolished and teachers training colleges 
and universities of education came to train teachers of schools 
of general education and kindergarteners. Teachers training 
colleges began to enroll technical school leavers to train them 
to be teachers of kindergarten, primary school and middle 
school in three-four years. The universities of education 
admitted higher technical school leavers to train them to be 
teachers of technical school and higher technical school in 
four years. 

Further, in order to steadily train teachers of technical 
subjects demanded in great numbers by the technical and 
higher technical schools, existing technical teachers training 
colleges were reformed into technical universities of edu- 
cation and, at the same time, the technical teachers training 
courses established in the universities of education and 
technical universities to train large numbers of technical 
teachers well versed in a definite field such as industry and 
agriculture and qualified for educational and practical work. 
Asa result, the number of technical school teachers in 1964 
was three times as many as that in 1959. This was tremendous 
progress. Like this the step taken by our Party and state made 
it possible to satisfy the demand for technical teachers who 
were greatly needed with the rapid increase in technical 
schools and thus guaranteed the successful enforcement of 
universal compulsory technical education. The extension of 
the term of compulsory education and the inclusion of 
elementary technical education in the content of education 
raised it as an important question in preparing for a new 
compulsory education system to hurry up the building of 
schools and consolidate the foundations for laboratory and 
practical training at school. 

For this purpose, our country steadily increased bud- 
getary expenditure for education, applied the system of 
building all schools including those in the rural areas at state 
expense, and established a well-regulated system of preferen- 
tially producing and supplying building materials such as 
steel, cement and timber, and laboratory apparatuses and 
equipment for practical training under the production plan of 
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the national economy. 

Along with this, the Party, government bodies, public 
organizations, factories, enterprises and cooperative farms 
participated actively in building schools and laying their 
material foundations, and all working people conducted a 
social movement to give assistance to schools. As a result, 
many schools including technical schools were newly built in 
cities and villagesin a short time, which had various research 
rooms and laboratories, practical training shops furnished 
with modern machines, equipment and instruments, and 
practice farms. In 1966, technical schools in urban areas came 
to admit 93 per cent of middle school leavers and in rural 
areas, too, the rate of their admission to technical schools 
rapidly rose. 

In the process of running the technical schools of a new 
type, five-year middle school was brought into being by 
uniting three-year middle school and two-year technical 
school in order to keep up the continuity of the content of 
education and secure the rationality and efficiency in organi- 
zation and management of school. 

This five-year middle school became a unified school of 
compulsory education which made it possible to give general 
secondary education. in the main after four-year primary 
school and, at the same time, closely linked it with basic 
technical education. 

Drawing on such achievements made in the preparations 
for compulsory education, the Sixth Session of the Third 
Supreme People’s Assembly of the Republic proclaimed in 
November 1966 the historic decree on putting universal nine- 
year compulsory technical education into force in all areas of 
the country as of April 1, 1967. 

The successful introduction of universal nine-year com- 
pulsory technical education made it possible to further 
consolidate and develop our socialist education system and, 
lift the general cultural and technical standards of the 
working people still higher, to send out labour reserves who 
are knowledgeable and morally and physically sound to all 
fronts of socialist construction without letup. 
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3) SUCCESSFUL INTRODUCTION OF 
UNIVERSAL ELEVEN-YEAR COMPULSORY 
EDUCATION AND ITS SUPERIORITY 


Universal eleven-year compulsory education whichis now 
in force 1n our country consists of compulsory one-year 
preschool education and compulsory ten-year school edu- 
cation. It is advanced education system which gives free 
preschool, primary and secondary education to all the 
younger generation ranging from the age of five to 16. 

Itsintroduction meant the continuity and further develop- 
ment of nine-year compulsory technical education, and was 
of epochal significance in our socialist construction and 
development of socialist education. Universal nine-year com- 
pulsory technical education had splendidly discharged its 
historic mission of training socialist builders needed for 
socialist industrialization and for expediting all-round tech- 
nical reconstruction of the national economy. 

The realities of our country faced with the task of 
following up socialist industrialization and accelerating the 
ideological, technical and cultural revolutions so as to hasten 
the complete victory of socialism demanded further develop- 
ing the established socialist education system to train all the 
younger generation to be comprehensively developed and 
competent builders of socialism and communism. In view of 
such requirements of the revolution, our Party and state set 
out the policy of introducing universal eleven-year com- 
pulsory education which would bring secondary general 
education to consummation and waged a vigorous struggle 
for its implementation. 


SCHOOL AGE AND COMPULSORY 
PRESCHOOL EDUCATION 


It was posed as an important problem in preparing for 
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new compulsory education to fix the school age correctly. 
This was mainly due to two reasons. One was the need to push 
ahead with compulsory education and socialist construction 
simultaneously. 

The question of giving compulsory schooling to all the 
younger generation until working age had already been 
solved through compulsory nine-year technical education. 
Under such circumstances, if the term of compulsory edu- 
cation was continually extended, it would shorten the work- 
ing years of people and impede the yearly supply of hundreds 
of thousands of youngsters to the labour front. This would 
cause a strain on the country’s labour situation and hamper 
socialist construction which was making rapid headway. 


If we were to bring secondary general education to 
perfection through new compulsory education, we had to 
extend the duration of compulsory education. The key to its 
solution lay in how the school age was fixed. 

The other reason was that we should maximize the 
effectiveness of education in keeping with the features of 
mental development of our children. 

Our long experience in education and the process of growth 
of our younger generation show that our children are very 
clever and their mental development begins at an early age. 
Therefore, our children must be admitted to school timely for 
systematic education in keeping with the features of the 
formation of their ideological consciousness and mental 
development. This is an important requisite for not missing 
the time for education and for raising its effectiveness to the 
maximum. 

Therefore, it was an important task for successful intro- 
duction of compulsory eleven-year education to reexamine 
the former school age and fix it newly in a scientific way. 

Deeply grasping this situation, the great leader saw to it 
that measures were taken to lower the age of admission to 
school by a year when universal eleven-year compulsory 
education was introduced and, in this light, to give com- 
pulsory one-year preparatory education at kindergarten so 
that children might receive schooling without a hitch. 

As a consequence, an entirely new system of compulsory 
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education was established in our country, which was uni- 
versal eleven-year compulsory education consisting of ten- 
year schooling for all youngsters from six to the working age 
and one-year preschool education. 


EXPERIMENTAL EDUCATION FOR 
COMPULSORY EDUCATION 


It was quite a new and responsible work to lower the age of 
admission to school, introduce compulsory preschool edu- 
cation and accordingly reform the educational system and all 
the content of education. The reform itself was not so 
difficult, but if there was the slightest omission in it, it would 
incur an irretrievable consequence. 

In September 1970, 40 primary schools across the country 
started on the experimental education of six-year old children. 

On September 29, 1971 teachers in charge of the experi- 
mental classes all over the country had a meeting to review 
their work for the past year. 

That day, turning over the pages of notebooks and 
examination papers of six-year old children which the teach- 
ers had brought, the great leader acquainted himself with how 
they were studying and, how much they were capable and, in 
five-hour long consultations, listened to the teachers’ account 
of their experiences in instruction and their opinions. He 
praised the children, saying that though young, they were 
good at handwriting, all clever and bright from an early age of 
childhood. 

The next day, the great leader called the Political 
Committee of the Party Central Committee and discussed for 
long hours such important problems as the age of admission 
to school, the school education system, levels and content of 
education which were raised in the introduction of com- 
pulsory one-year preschool education and compulsory ten- 
year education. 

Through meetings and consultations held on many occa- 
sions like this and experimental education, the great leader 
confirmed over again that to move down the age of admission 
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by one year was a very reasonable and appropniate step. He 
was convinced that if kindergartners were given preparatory 
education fora year, learning how to hold pencil, how to write 
their name and figures, and how to count, primary education 
could be conducted satisfactorily. He took measures to carry 
on experimental educationin many more schools so that there 
might be no slip as to its consequence on the children’s 
physical growth, as to how to define the level of education and 
how long children must walk to go to school, etc. 

Later, our country continued experimental education in 
over 400 schools for three to four years, which enabled it to 
carry on effectively the work of scientifically verifying all 
problems concerning compulsory education. 


FULL INTRODUCTION OF UNIVERSAL 
ELEVEN-YEAR COMPULSORY EDUCATION 


In July 1972 the Fourth Plenary Meeting of the Fifth 
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea put forth 
the specific task of introducing universal ten-year compulsory 
education and compulsory one-year preschool education in 
September 1972 and fully putting them into force during the 
Six-Year Plan (1971-1976). 

On September 1, 1972, the historic day of opening schools 
for the inauguration of universal eleven-year compulsory 
education, the great leader personally visited Taedongmun 
Primary School in Pyongyang and warmly congratulated new 
pupils who passed through the flowery arch of the new, 
compulsory education system; Sitting in company with the 
teachers, he told them of the superiority of eleven-year 
compulsory education and of the task of giving full play to it. 

On this historic day eleven-year compulsory education in 
our country went over to the stage of full-scale introduction 
from the experimental stage. 

In our country a mass movement was conducted vigor- 
ously for hastening the introduction of the new compulsory 
education system. Asa result, in September 1973, all children 
in 40 cities and counties were put under the system of 
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compulsory eleven-year education, and in 1974, 105 of 201 
cities and counties fully went over to the new compulsory 
education system. 

Besides, kindergartens were also built on an extensive 
scale, so that 100 per cent of five-year old children throughout 
the country were admitted to the kindergartens already in 
1974. This made it possible to conduct compulsory preschool 
education thoroughly. Accordingly, the rate of children of 
school age who entered school after leaving kindergarten 
rapidly rose every year—20 per cent in 1972, 60 per cent in 
1973 and 91 per cent in 1974. 

On the basis of such achievements, in April 1975, the Fifth 
Session of the Fifth Supreme People’s Assembly summed up 
the implementation of the act on universal eleven-year 
compulsory education and published a decision on fully going 
over to the new compulsory education in all areas of the 
Republic as of September 1, 1975, a year earlier than the date 
specified in the act. 

It was rainy from the morning on September 1, 1975, 
the significant day when schools were opened for full- 
scale introduction of universal eleven-year compulsory 
education. But the great leader Comrade Kim II] Sung 
went to the Changjon Primary School in Pyongyang to 
greet this auspicious event together with the teachers, 
pupils and their parents. He showed them prospects for 
improving the quality of school education by giving full 
play to the advantages of the new compulsory education 
system. 


SUPERIORITY OF UNIVERSAL ELEVEN-YEAR 
COMPULSORY EDUCATION 


Universal eleven-year compulsory education given in our 
country has displayed its superiority from the first days of its 
introduction. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

‘The universal 11-year education is compulsory and free 
providing a complete general secondary education to all 
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members of the rising generation till they reach the working age. 
This education is based on a scientific educational system and 
the most thoroughgoing free education, and combines a high 
level of general and technical education.” (Kim II Sung, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. VII, p. 375.) 

First, our universal eleven-year compulsory educationisa 
long-term one of a high level. 

The term of compulsory education serves as a basic factor 
determining its level and a major index showing the economic 
might of the country and the level of its cultural development. 

Our new compulsory education is given for eleven years to 
children and youth of five to 16, who undergo the one-year 
preschool, four-year primary and six-year secondary 
education. 

First of all, this 11-year period 1s needed for the state to 
give education to people on its full responsibility until the 
working age when they become capable of independent social 
activities. Next, it is a period needed for fully imparting 
general secondary knowledge which all members of modern 
society should have without fail. 

This period coincides with the length of time from 
kindergarten age to working age, and thisis a main feature of 
our compulsory eleven-year education, which attests to its 
high level and advanced nature. 

Secondly, our compulsory education is substantial and 
popular one firmly backed up by universal free education. 

Compulsory education becomes genuine only when it is 
guaranteed by free education. 

If pupils and parents are burdened with large school 
expenses, such compulsory education is no more than “a rice 
cake in a picture’”’ no matter how it is proclaimed by law. 

In our country where the working masses are masters of 
state power and means of production, the state bears all the 
expenses for the education of children of the working people 
and gives free education. There is no “admission fee,” 
“laboratory and practical training charges,’ “study-tour 
expenses,” and all other “‘miscellaneous charges,” to say 
nothing of tuition fee. Rather, the state supplies uniforms to 
all pupils and students at the turn of seasons and provides 


30 


them with textbooks, notebooks, and other school things for 
almost nothing. 

Thirdly, our universal eleven-year compulsory education 
is a system which provides equal opportunities to all the 
younger generation by enabling them to finish general 
secondary education with the same content under a uniform 
school system. 

Our compulsory education diametrically differs from the 
education systems which give different education at various 
kinds of schools under different education systems according 
to classes, social sections and property status or make much 
discrimination in the content of education between town and 
country and between sexes. 

In universal eleven-year compulsory education, all mem- 
bers of the younger generation are supposed to receive the 
same education at kindergartens and primary and secondary 
schools according to a uniform system and programme of 
education. While urban students learn how to drive a car, 
rural students learn how to drivea tractor. While boy students 
practise at machine tool, girl students practise at sewing and 
cooking. But this does not mean discrimination in the content 
and level of compulsory education. Jtis aimed at giving useful 
knowledge in conformity to the school environment and to 
the sexes of students. Therefore, all the younger generation of 
our country receive one and the same perfect general second- 
ary education during the compulsory education and, after 
compulsory education, can go to various higher schools up to 
the universities according to their desire. 

Fourthly, our universal eleven-year compulsory edu- 
cation isan advanced education system which, by thoroughly 
applying the fundamental principles of socialist pedagogy, 
trains the rising generation to be communist men who are 
developed in an all-round way. 

In order to train students in that way, our country puts the 
main stress on ideological education and promotes scientific 
and technical education and physical training in an integrated 
process. 

First, primary attention is paid to political and ideological 
education to arm all the students closely with our Party’s 
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Juche idea and train them to be communist revolutionaries 
equipped with a strong framework of a revolutionary world 
outlook. 

Along with this, deep attention is directed to scientific and 
technical education with a view to strengthening education in 
elementary natural sciences such as mathematics, physics, 
chemistry and biology, and basic technology and carrying out 
experiments and practices effectively, thus giving all students 
secondary general knowledge of a high standard and a 
modern technical skill at least. 

Schools also carry out physical education in a systematic 
way to improve physical strength of children and youth and 
get them well prepared for labour and national defence. 


4) INTRODUCTION OF UNIVERSAL FREE 
EDUCATION 


The long-cherished desire of our people for giving enough 
schooling to their children was not realized owing to the hard 
living and exorbitant school expenses. Thus, giving educa- 
tion to their children spending no money remained a vain 
dream. 

But today in our DPRK, universal free education has 
become a reality and all the people benefit equally from it. 
Today, our youngsters find out the meaning of the term 
“tuition fee” only by consulting the dictionary, and they can 
hardly understand that anyone should pay for schooling as 
for goods bought at a department store. 


HISTORY OF FREE EDUCATION IN 
OUR COUNTRY 


Our country proclaimed universal free education by law 
and fully introduced it in the spring of 1959. But the free 
education has deep historical roots which go back more than 
half a century. 
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Already in the early period of the anti-Japanese rev- 
olutionary struggle, the great leader set up revolutionary 
schools including the Samgwang School, gave free education 
to the sons and daughters of poor, moneyless working people 
and, under the difficult conditions of carrying out an 
underground revolutionary struggle, bestowed such a favour 
as issuing uniforms and school things to them. 

Later, when he waged the anti-Japanese armed struggle, 
he skilfully applied the precious experiences of free education 
in the guerrilla bases or liberated areas and gave universal free 
education in the Children’s Corps schools. He laid it down in 
the Ten-Point Programme of the Association for the 
Restoration of the Fatherland to ‘“‘enforce free compulsory 
education.” 

The far-reaching plan of the great leader for universal free 
education was realized splendidly after the country was 
liberated and the people’s government was established. 

Already immediately after liberation when the country’s 
economic situation was difficult, our Party and state excused 
the children of workers, poor and hired peasants and other 
poor families the tuition fee and took the epochal step to give 
state stipends to the students of colleges and university from 
June 1947. From the time when Kim II Sung University, the 
first people’s university in our country, was founded, it 
became the usage that the state supplies the students with 
uniforms and scrupulously looks after the studies and living 
conditions of the sons and daughters of the working people. 

In the postwar period, universal compulsory primary and 
secondary education was given completely free, thereby 
enabling all students to enjoy the benefit of free education. 

In order to furnish the yonger generation with better 
educational conditions and promote all-round introduction 
of free education, our Party and state ensured a steady 
increase in the state expenditure on education as the founda- 
tion of the country’s independent national economy was 
consolidated. Educational and cultural measures accounted 
for 12.7 per cent of the total budgetary expenditure of the 
state in 1956, 18.7 per cent in 1958, 23.2 per cent in 1959. The 
per-capita outlay for education in 1959 was four times as 
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much asin 1954, the year after the ceasefire. Thus, those who 
were exempted from the tuition fee rapidly increased in our 
country, and students of university, colleges and specialized 
schools came to receive stipends. 

Basing itself on this success in the struggle for introduc- 
tion of free education, the Cabinet of the Republic adopted 
the historic decision that education would be free in all the 
educational institutions of our country from April 1959. 


THOROUGHNESS IN FREE EDUCATION 


It is characteristic of our universal free education system 
that education is thoroughly free since the state bears all 
expenses needed in education. 

In our country the concept of free education means much 
more than the mere abolition of “‘tuition fee.” What we want 
to solve through free education is not the abolition of “tuition 
fee’? and some other ‘miscellaneous fees” which are the 
leftovers from the old society, but the substantial guarantee- 
ing of the education problem of the working people, the 
masters of the state and society. 

Parents do not care about the amount of money they 
spend on the education of their sons and daughters. 

In our country where the workers and peasants are its 
masters, the state puts free education into force on the 
principle that it is the guardian of the working people and 
their children and takes full responsibility for their education. 
This is what ensures the thoroughness of our free education. 

In our country, tuition fees were completely abolished in 
all schools in 1959, and the students of specialized schools, 
colleges, universities study receiving stipends every month. 
Some honour students receive “‘Kim II Sung stipend.” 
Stipends are also granted to students of senior middle schools 
who come to study from the surrounding islands. 

The state bears even the expenses for the students’ after- 
school and social and political activities, their visits to 
revolutionary battle sites, study tours of factories and enter- 
prises and camping. It also provides students with textbooks, 
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reference books and school things for almost nothing 
according to the state compensation system. 

The state also supplies all children and students at schools 
of different levels with uniforms and other clothes at the turn 
of seasons. 

In our country the state’s spending on a child’s education 
from creche, kindergarten, primary school up to college, and 
university reaches more than 10,000 won. But the picture in 
south Korea occupied by the US imperialists is in sharp 
contrast to this. Besides “‘miscellaneous fees,” only the 
“tribute money” and “‘register fee’ imposed upon students in 
south Korea amount to 347,000 won a year for a primary 
school pupil, 371,000 won for a junior middle school student, 
550,800 won fora senior middle school student, and 2,018,000 
won for a college or university student. This means a student 
who goes through the educational course from primary 
school up to college.or university must spend 16,947,000 won. 
This amount is equivalent to 28 years’ wages of a worker 
whose monthly pay is 50,000 won. 

Today in south Korea which belongs to the same land as 
north Korea, nearly 3,000,000 children of school age are 
denied schooling due to ever-increasing. school expenses, they 
have to toil on the ‘front for subsistence.” Tragedies occur 
one after another. Some of those expelled from school on 
account of failure to pay ‘‘school fees’’ or those who despair 
of going toa higher school because of poverty commit suicide. 


THE ALL-ROUND NATURE OF FREE EDUCATION 


Another feature of our free education is that it covers a 
vast scope and bears an all-round nature. 

Our free education embraces not only school education 
for the rising generation but also social education and adult 
education, thus including all members of society 1n its objects. 

In our country all the study-while-working educational 
institutions such as factory colleges and evening and cor- 
respondence courses of universities, let alone regular edu- 
cational institutions, are run at state expense, and the state 
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entirely provides the students with sufficient conditions for 
study and life. 

The state gives full pay to the officials and workers 
enlisted in the study-while-working educational institutions 
and grants them paid leave for attendance at school, produc- 
tion practice, study tour and graduation examination. It also 
bears the travel expenses spent by them to go to school, to 
undergo practical training or make a study tour. 

In the case of a cooperative farmer attending school, he 
receives a share of income distribution equivalent to 70 per 
cent of his average work points, so that he has a financial and 
material guarantee for feeling no inconvenience in study and 
life. 

The state supplies textbooks and reference books even. to 
the worker-students under the state compensation system. 
Various equipment, apparatuses and reagents for laboratory 
experiments and practice are provided under the state supply 
system. 

All social education is also free of charge. Just as the 
children and students are admitted to the Students and 
Children’s Palace, halls and libraries without paying a fee, all 
officials and working people visit various establishments of 
ideological and cultural education suchas the Grand People’s 
Study House and the People’s Palace of Culture for free. 

As can be seen from this, all conditions are well provided 
for our children, pupils, youth and students, working people 
and cadres to study as much as they please and improve their 
qualifications free of expense at any place and any time. 
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3. RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION AND 
SATISFACTORY SOLUTION OF 
CADRE PROBLEM 


The satisfactory solution of cadre problem is a most 
important task raised in the building of a new society. This 
was a particularly serious problem in our country where there 
was no foundation of higher education at all and a very small 
number of its own intellectuals due to imperialist colonial 
rule. 

In the past, the Japanese imperialists did not set up even a 
single university in north Korea and extremely retarded the 
training of Korean technicians. When the country was liber- 
ated, there were only four engine drivers and a few intel- 
lectuals including scientists because the Japanese imperialists 
had not taught the Koreans technical expertise. 


1) FOUNDING OF UNIVERSITY AND 
RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION WITH IT AS 
A PARENTAL BODY 


The key for the solution of the problem of cadres needed 
for the building of a new society is to develop higher 
education and train intellectuals of the working-people origin 
in a big way. 

Thanks to our Party’s correct policy towards intellectuals, 
old-time intellectuals had actively participated in the building 
of a new country from immediately after liberation, but they 
alone were not enough to meet the ever-increasing demand 
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for cadres. Building of a new society required that a-great 
number of new intellectuals of worker-peasant origin be 
trained and the ranks of cadres built up qualitatively. 

Giving due regard to the requirement of the building of a 
new society and the revolution, our Party made great efforts, 
from the first days of its existence, to build up cadre-training 
centres and train new intellectuals of the working-people 
origin. 


BIRTH OF THE PEOPLE'S FIRST UNIVERSITY 


Diverse solutions of cadre problem may be offered in the 
early period of the building of a new society. 

The same was true of our country. Should the problem be 
solved by relying on other countries or independently? In the 
latter case, which should be founded first, college or uni- 
versity? As to these questions opinions were divergent. 

Taking into account the pressing requirement of the 
revolution and the country’s situation, in early November 
1945, our Party put forward the policy of building a university 
first and, using it as a parent body, rapidly increasing cadre- 
training centres. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

‘‘A university is badly needed under the present conditions. 
A university will make it possible to train simultaneously the 
cadres who will work in all fields of political, economic and 
cultural life. Being the first, it will serve as the foundation for 
building many colleges in the future in quick succession. It will 
be our main cadre-training centre and serve as the parent body 
for building colleges in the future.” (Kim II Sung, Works, 
Eng. ed., Vol. 1, p. 340.) 

To establish a university first was, of course, more difficult 
than setting up a college. The founding of the university first 
made it possible to train simultaneously a great number of 
cadres badly needed in political, economic, cultural and other 
spheres for building a new society, and build different colleges 
in a short time on the basis of achievements and experience in 
the management of the university. 
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Our Party and state were convinced that preferential 
founding of the university, although it involved some dif- 
ficulties and hardships, was correct in the light of the 
immediate pressing demand for cadres and the prospect of 
higher education, and called on educationalists and the 
working people to join the drive for building the university. 

Right after liberation, we had not enough teachers and 
scholars to staff the university nor experience in directing 
institutions of higher learning and were very hard pressed 
economically. Some lost confidence and wavered in face of 
these difficulties and some others came out against us 
clamouring that it was ‘‘too early” to set up the university. 

But the Party and state held fast to the stand that we 
should rapidly train cadres with our own efforts despite 
obstacles and difficulties and vigorously accelerated the 
founding of the university while resolutely smashing all 
manner of obstructive schemes. 

In order to promote the founding of the university at full 
steam as a national undertaking the Provisional People’s 
Committee of North Korea formed the preparatory commit- 
tee for founding the university in May 1946 and decided to 
push forward preparations, such as drafting of university 
setup, curriculums and erection of the university building. 

A knotty problem in founding the university was that of 
teachers. 

The great leader dispatched officials to teachers and 
scholars dispersed all over the country to invite them to the 
university and sent autographed letters to scholars in south 
Korea, offering them to teach at the university. 

Teachers and scholars got together, with the honour of 
being invited by the father leader. Some of them served in 
government or economic bodies and some others came over 
from south Korea breaking through the strict cordon of the 
US imperialists at the risk of life. The first ranks of teachers 
for the university were formed like this in a short time thanks 
to the measure taken by the Party and state. 

A momentous problem raised during the preparations for 
founding the university was how to form the student body. 

In order to firmly build up the ranks of students in 
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conformity with the mission of the people’s university sons 
and daughters of workers and peasants—the basic classes— 
had to be preferentially admitted to the university. But 
majority of them lacked basic knowledge essential to higher 
learning, having not received even elementary education 
properly in the past. 

Taking this into consideration, the state took a step to 
establish a preparatory course in the university. Thus, the 
three-year preparatory course was set up in the university to 
give secondary education. It admitted students of 15 to 35 
who were of worker-peasant origin and gave them pre- 
paratory education essential to higher learning to train 
cadres. 

In order to build fine university buildings for the first 
students of working-people origin, the great leader went up 
Ryongnam Hill walking through the land overgrown with 
weeds, chose the site for the university for himself and showed 
a grand prospect for turning the area into a university quarter. 
Then he showed a great favour by ensuring that “patriotic 
rice’ donated to the state after having been reaped on their 
own land by our happy peasants who became masters of land 
thanks to the agrarian reform, was used in constructing 
university buildings. 

Boundlessly encouraged by this, people of all strata 
including workers, peasants, traders and industnialists built 
the university’s new buildings in a short time displaying their 
high patriotic zeal and offering active labour assistance. 

Thus, on September 15, 1946, the university held its 
inauguration ceremony with an enrollment of 1,500 students 
in seven departments. 

The founding of the university did credit to our nation and 
our country and marked a great event which added a bnilliant 
page to our. people’s long history and their history of 
education. 

Our people decided to call it Kim Il Sung University 
after him, so as to glonfy for ever the lofty intentions and 
profound benevolence of the great leader who built the 
university. 
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UNIVERSITIES BORN OF A UNIVERSITY 


After the founding of the university, the Party and state 
directed special attention to its consolidation and develop- 
ment and took various state measures. At the time of 
inauguration the university had 7 departments, 24 courses 
and 1,500 students. In October 1947, one year after its 
founding, it had 8 departments, 39 courses and 3,813 
students, making steady strides. In 1948 its teaching staff 
more than doubled as against the previous figure and their 
scientific and theoretical qualifications and experience were 
improved. 

All this meant that the university was built up as a fine, 
dependable centre of training cadres essential to the country’s 
political, economic and cultural development and asa reliable 
parent body capable of begetting universities. 

Grasping in time the mature requirement of developing 
higher education, the Party and state convened the 69th 
meeting of the People’s Committee of North Korea on July 7, 
1948 and adopted the ‘Decision on improving higher edu- 
cation in north Korea.” 

According to this historic decision, the technical, medical, 
and agricultural departments of Kim Il Sung University 
became independent and respectively developed into 
Pyongyang University of Technology (today’s Kam Chaek 
University of Technology), Pyongyang University of 
Medicine and Wonsan University of Agriculture. Asa result, 
already in 1948 there were over 7,800 students in 11 uni- 
versities and colleges including universities of education and 
teachers training collegesin Pyongyang and localities. In 1949 
over 76,500 students were trained in 15 universities and 55 
technical colleges to be able cadres in various fields. 

In connection with the growth of the institutions of higher 
learning and the large enrollment of sons and daughters of 
worker-peasant origin in them the Party and state took the 
measure to grant state scholarships to them in order to 
provide them with satisfactory study conditions. 

According to the “‘Decision on granting scholarships to 
students of colleges and universities” (No. 45) adopted by the 
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People’s Committee of North Korea in June, 1947, students 
of universities and colleges receive scholarships from the state 
and study without any worries. 

In the hard days of the Fatherland Liberation War against 
the US imperialist aggressors (June 1950-July 1953) our 
country carried on higher education without letup while 
fighting the enemies. 

In the midst of the fierce war which was decisive of the 
destiny of the country and the nation, the great leader 
issued Supreme Commander’s order to all units at the front 
to call students fighting in arms back to universities for 
study. 

All universities of our country were moved to deep valleys 
and recesses of the rear, to train cadres needed for postwar 
rehabilitation and construction without letup in the midst of 
the war. 


2) RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF STUDY- 
WHILE-WORKING EDUCATIONAL 
SYSTEM 


As the Fatherland Liberation War ended ina great victory 
for our people and socialist economic construction proceeded 
in earnest after the war, the demand for technical personnel 
rapidly grew. 

In accordance with the requirement of the developing 
reality, our Party and state saw to it that the study-while- 
working higher educational system was developed along with 
the regular higher education system. 

In our country, already in the years when the institutions 
of higher learning were established, correspondence and 
evening courses were set up in them to train a large number of 
working people without stopping their production work to be 
cadres. In particular, during the war a historic measure was 
taken for factories to run colleges with a view to train 
technical personnel and meet their needs for them on their 
own. 
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Our economy developing at the Chollima speed and the 
rapid tempo of the technical revolution in the postwar period 
required that a broader section of working people be em- 
braced in the education network to train a great number of 
able technical personnel of working-class ongin. 

Reflecting this requirement of the developing reality, the 
August 1960 Plenary Meeting of the Party Central Committee 
put forward the militant slogan as to training technical 
personnel more, quicker and better and took a signal step to 
rapidly develop the study-while-working higher educational 
system along with the regular one. 

In particular, factory colleges whose advantages were 
confirmed through experience increased by far so as to train 
from among workers a great number of able technical 
personnel versed in theory and practice. 

Asa result, in 1960, the year when the plenary meeting was 
held, over 20 factory colleges were set up in large modern 
factories, enterprises and major industrial districts. 

The factory college which gives on-the-job training has 
many advantagesin respect of educational method and 1s very 
rational and economic in its management. 

Factory colleges have modern technical equipment and 
means and are built in productive enterprises staffed with 
qualified technical personnel. Therefore, education equip- 
ment and facilities and conditions for experiments and 
practical training are easily available without a huge invest- 
ment by the state. Factory colleges were staffed well by 
enlisting able engineers and specialists of the factories who 
had rich field experience as teachers of specialized subjects, 
except for those of the other subjects. 

Those studying in the factory college are student- 
producers and working officials. They saw to it that every bit 
of their learning was practical and applied what they learnt in 
practice. 

For them, study and practical activities were an integral 
process. The factory college organically links theoretical 
education with practical training, and education with produc- 
tion labour. 

Since the students study without leaving their work or 
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production work, the factory college does not affect the 
manpower problem in socialist construction and helps im- 
prove the qualitative composition of cadres by ceaselessly 
producing technical personnel of working-class origin. 

Like this, factory colleges in our country have become a 
dependable base for training technical cadres of working- 
class origin and for raising the general cultural and technical 
levels of factories and enterprises. 

While increasing factory collegesin a big way, our country 
ran correspondence and evening colleges effectively and 
raised their qualitative standards. 

Thus in 1961 the student enrollment under the spare-time 
educational system accounted for nearly half the total student 
enrollment of universities and colleges and the technical 
personnel produced by them do their bit creditably in the 
socialist economic construction of the country. 

Kangson College of Technology is a well-known factory 
college set up in the Kangson Steel Plant, the cradle of 
Chollima, in September 1960. The college produced nearly 
1,500 technicians for 20 years after its founding who ac- 
counted for 90 per cent of the technical personnel of the steel 
plant. In the steel shop which 1s the major shop of the steel 
plant, for instance, the workshop manager, the vice manager 
and the workteam leaders are all its graduates. 


3) COMPREHENSIVE CADRE-TRAINING 
CENTRES IN LOCALITIES 


THE POLICY OF BUILDING UP 
COMPREHENSIVE CADRE-TRAINING 
CENTRE IN EVERY LOCALITY 


In the Seven-Year Plan period (1961-1967) when the 
building of the foundations of socialism was completed and 
the historic task of socialist industrialization was under way 
in our country, local economy, let alone centrally-run indus- 
try, expanded in a big way and became diversified. This 


44 


required that training of cadres be improved in conformity 
with the regional features to meet the growing demand. 

Proceeding from the requirement of the reality, our Party 
and state set forth the policy of building up comprehensive 
cadre-training centres in localities. 

It means evenly distributing educational institutions of all 
levels so that localities train cadres needed for various fieldsin 
great numbers on their own with due regard to local 
conditions to meet their demand for cadres. 

In our country provinces were made the local unit in 
building such centres. Our provinces are entrusted to direct all 
local political, economic and cultural affairs in a responsible 
way. They are most suitable for building up and running the 
comprehensive cadre-training centres in the light of their 
location and function, their natural and geographical fea- 
tures, the personnel involved in science and education, 
material and technical foundations. 


COMPREHENSIVE CADRE-TRAINING CENTRE 
BUILT UP WITH PROVINCE AS THE UNIT 


In building up the comprehensive cadre-training centre in 
every province, the following principles were maintained: 
first, to begin with training technicians and specialists needed 
in a great number in their own locality; second, to organize 
and carry on education to suit local features and situation; 
third, to set up evenly educational institutions in town and 
country, provincial capitals and other areas. 

First of all, agricultural technicians who were in great 
demand in all provinces were to be trained on their own to suit 
local features of agricultural production. Hence, university of 
agriculture was established in each province. 

Besides, it was seen that localities trained on their own 
health workers needed in great numbers for the promotion of 
people’s health and implementation of Party’s preventive 
medicine policy and the section doctor system and a large 
number of teachers for universal eleven-year compulsory 
education. 
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It was seen that educational institutions were not con- 
centrated in provincial seats or cities and that colleges were 
evenly set up in big factories, enterprises and industrial 
districts, and training centres were established 1n counties, if 
necessary. 

As a result, universities of agriculture, medicine and 
education, teachers training college and communist un- 
iversity were set up in each province. In recent years thanks to 
the Party centre’s solicitude well-appointed colleges of arts 
and physical education came into being. Factory colleges 
were set up in major factories, enterprises and industrial 
districts. County has one college or more and county Party 
school to train able personnel designed to take care of the 
county’s life. 

Chagang Province, a hilly locality, which had only two 
middle schools, let alone a college, before liberation has now 
over ten universities. 

Building of comprehensive cadre-training centre in every 
locality was of great significance for the progress of our 
revolution and socialist education. 

This dispensed with dependence of localities on the centre 
for cadre resources and enabled them to train needed cadresin 
time to suit their own conditions and thus satisfactorily carry 
out on their own the political, economic and cultural tasks 
facing them. 

At the same time, the even siting of universities and 
colleges in provinces and counties helped carry modern 
technical civilization to localities and further improve the 
working people’s technical and cultural standards and thus 
evenly raised the general cultural standards of the country 
without disparity. 
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4) FORMATION OF A GRAND ARMY OF 
INTELLECTUALS AND ACCELERATION OF 
INTELLECTUALIZATION OF THE WHOLE 

OF SOCIETY 


TRAINING OF THE ONE-MILLION STRONG 
ARMY OF INTELLECTUALS—SATIS FACTORY 
SOLUTION TO CADRE PROBLEM 


Despite the extreme hardships and tense situation of the 
country our Party and Government had expended great 
efforts on training of cadres tightening belt for the future of 
revolution and the country. 

Since the founding of a university, the first of its kind in 
our country, our Party increased investment in education 
sparing pennies and built schools by enlisting people’s 
strength. Further it trained fine teachers, accumulated ex- 
perience in higher education and set up universities and 
colleges one by one. 

In parallel with regular higher education system, factory 
colleges and other spare-time higher educational institutions 
rapidly grew, with the result that factories and enterprises 
became not anly production bases but reliable technical 
personnel-training centres. 

Particularly, our Party took active steps to carry out the 
militant task of producing one million strong army of 
intellectuals, which was set forth at the fifth Party Congress in 
November 1970. 

In addition to the extension of higher education and 
improvement of instructions, many universities and colleges 
were newly set up in the centre and localities. Thanks to the 
Party’s active measure, universities increased from 129 to 170 
in a decade starting with 1970 and 481 colleges were newly 
built. 

Radical increase of the institutions of higher education 
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and steady improvement of education helped produce a large 
number of able technicians and specialists every year. The 
huge target set forth by the fifth Party Congress for increasing 
the ranks of technicians and specialists to over one million 
was brilliantly hit in August 1975, over one year ahead of 
schedule. At present the number of technicians and specialists 
increased to 1.25 million. 

Technicians and specialists accounted for 19.2 per cent of 
the workforce in our national economy in 1976, and thoseina 
cooperative farm increased from 17.5 in 1969 to 55 in 1976. 

This madeit possible to satisfactorily solve on our own the 
cadre problem which presented a difficulty after liberation 
and opened up a bright prospect for the development of 
national economy, science and culture. 


THE GOAL OF INTELLECTUALIZATION OF 
THE WHOLE SOCIETY 


Today our Party and people are vigorously heading for a 
higher goal, following up the achievements attained in higher 
education and training of cadres. It is the bright goal of 
intellectualizing the whole of society set by our Party. 


To intellectualize the whole of society means making all 
members of society, whether workers operating machine in 
factory or peasants farming in the field, comprehensively 
developed people with the cultural and technical level equal to 
that of university graduate. 


It is not a matter of the remote future but on the way to 
being implemented. 

Today conditions for its speedy implementation are 
efficiently created one by one in our country. 


Thanks to the successful enforcement of universal eleven- 
year compulsory education, the nsing generation are joining 
society after receiving perfect secondary education. The 
working people who had no opportunity to learn in the past 
came to acquire the intellectual level equal or superior to that 
of middle school leavers through the adult education system. 
This means that a groundwork has been laid for all members 
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of society, let alone the younger generation, to receive higher 
education. 

For the intellectualization of the whole society there must 
be education network capable of enrolling all members of 
society in the higher education system. 

Along with the institutions of regular higher education 
our country has set up and ran various educational forms ona 
study-while-working system and thus acquired experience 
and laid foundations for their further development. 

The Party and state took positive measures to set up the 
spare-time education facilities in towns, farm and fishing 
villages, giving due consideration to the regional distribution 
of the national economy and the characteristic features of its 
branches. 

Colleges were set up in big factories and enterprises. 
Besides, in December 1981 Chongsan College of Agriculture 
was set up for the agricultural working peoplein Chongsan-n, 
Kangso County (today’s Chongsan-ri, Kangso District, 
Nampo City) and Sinpo College of Fisheries, for fishermen in 
Sinpo, one of our fishery bases. 

In addition, the evening and correspondence education 
system was improved, the University on TV was started in 
1982, and preparations are being made to introduce TV 
education. 

Today in our factories and enterprises there are many 
workshops and workteams all of whose members collectively 
go through factory colleges and join the ranks of assistant 
engineers and engineers like miners of the Kumsan pit of the 
Ryongyang Mine. 

Many young working people of cooperative farms includ- 
ing youth sub-workteam members in Sangso-ni, Anju County 
and Unha-ri, Yangdok County, South Pyongan Province, 
collectively attended farm college on a study-while-working 
system and grew up to be creditable agricultural engineer. 

For the intellectualization of the whole of society, our 
Party pays deep attention to strengthening social education 
and establishing the revolutionary habit of study throughout 
the country. 

An important mission is entrusted to the Grand People’s 
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Study House to promote social education in our country. 

The magnificent study house rising in the heart of the 
capital is a major base for intellectualization of the whole 
society and a correspondence university. 

It is seen to it that the study house increases its role and 
thus helps raise the general cultural level of the working 
people and intellectualize the whole society. 

Besides, all the libraries densely distributed in the centre 
and localities are encouraged to satisfactorily play their role 
as the disseminator of new scientific and technical knowledge 
and organizer of study. 

At the same time, our Party leads all cadres, Party 
members and the working people to regard study as their first 
and foremost revolutionary task and incessantly raise their 
political and theoretical as well as scientific and technical 
level. In the Three-Revolution Red Flag Movement and other 
mass movement the execution of study assignment is summed 
up and valued on a par with the fulfilment of economic task. 

In hearty response to the Party’s slogan “The Party, the 
people and the army must all study!” all our working people 
make study their daily routine and strive to steadily raise their 
intellectual, technical and cultural level, picking up the 
revolutionary habit of study prevailing in the whole society. 
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4. ABOLITION OF ILLITERACY AND 
ADULT EDUCATION 


1) THE ALL-PEOPLE ANTI-ILLITERACY 
CAMPAIGN 


OUR PARTY’S ANTI-ILLITERACY POLICY 


From the first days of building a new society, our Party 
and state gave priority to and promoted the education of the 
rising generation and cadre training which bore upon the 
issue of revolution, and, at the same time, energetically 
directed adult education to abolish illiteracy and raise the 
working people’s intellectual and cultural level. 

With the progress of the revolution after liberation of the 
country the people’s political enthusiasm and ardour was sky- 
high. But overwhelming majority of them were illiterates who 
did not know how to wnite their names. 

The Japanese imperialists who occupied our country not 
only deprived our people of political sovereignty and per- 
petrated unlimited economic plunder but obliterated national 
culture and forced ignorance and darkness upon our peoplein 
order to make the Korean nation their permanent colonial 
slaves. Asa result, nght after liberation in north Korea alone 
adult illiterates exceeded 2.3 million. Above all, women 
accounting for half the population and peasants were mostly 
illiterate. 

Without doing away with prevailing illiteracy, it was 
impossible to build a democratic, independent sovereign state 
and provide the working people with a free and cultured life. 

Considering the baneful aftermath of Japanese imperialist 
colonial rule in culture and the significance of literacy for the 
building of a new society, the Party and the state set forth the 
policy of launching an all-people anti-illiteracy campaign. 
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Referring to the prospect of and task for the development 
of democratic education on November 3, 1945, the great 
leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: | 

‘“‘At present the overwhelming majority of our population 
are illiterate. If we are to build a new prosperous country, not 
one illiterate person must remain. We should set up many adult 
schools and enable all the working people to learn how to read 
and write.” (Kim Il Sung, Works, Eng. ed., Vol. 1, p. 342.) 

To eradicate illiteracy was an honourable and worthwhile 
undertaking to eliminate the survivals of old society which 
stood in the way of Chajusong and creativity of people and 
left them in ignorance and darkness and to train the working 
people to be genuine masters of a new society possessed of 
independent thinking and creative abilities. It was the first 
historic task of the cultural revolution to shake off the long- 
standing cultural backwardness as early as possible and turn 
our country into a rich, prosperous and strong independent 
sovereign state. 

The gist of our Party’s policy of launching all-people anti- 
illiteracy campaign was: first, to involve all illiterate adults in 
it, irrespective of age, sex, social standing and occupation, to 
make all of them shed illiteracy; secondly, to combine literacy 
campaign closely with political and ideological work aimed at 
raising the level of their thinking and consciousness and with 
practical activities for building a new country; and thirdly, to 
carry out the anti-illiteracy campaign as a whole through a 
social movement involving all people under the unitary 
leadership of the Party and state. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF ADULT EDUCATION 
SYSTEM AND THE STATE’S COORDINATED 
GUIDANCE OF ANTI-ILLITERACY 
CAMPAIGN 


Animportant question arising in promoting anti-illiteracy 
campaign as an all-people movement is, first of all, to set up 
and run suitable schools to enroll all the illiterates without 
exception. 
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In our country night after liberation, schools of various 
types were set up to teach the letters of our language which 
was restored, such as “evening school,” ‘“‘adult school’, 
“workshop school’, ““Korean letters school.” As their varied 
names show, they differed from one another in the content 
and level of instruction, its duration and their manage- 
ment. 

Such being the situation, without deciding on the suitable 
type of school and the well-knit adult education system to suit 
the aim and character of the anti-illiteracy campaign it was 
impossible to surmount spontaneity and regional disparity in 
the literacy movement and purposefully carry out this vast 
undertaking under the coordinated guidance of the state. 


Hence, the Provisional People’s Committee of North 
Korea adopted the decision on adult education and on-job 
training systems and took a measure to set up and run schools 
of a new type under the coordinated guidance of the state. In 
pursuance of this decision the four-month Korean letters 
school mainly designed to eliminate illiteracy, the two-year 
adult school to give education of primary school level and the 
three-year adult middle school of junior middle school level 
were set up. They formed a well-regulated adult education 
system which secured continuity of education. 


The Korean letters school was an adult school at the 
lowest level designed to eliminate illiteracy. Schools of this 
kind enrolled illiterate people of 12 up to 50 without exception 
and taught them “‘people’”’ (political subject), mother tongue, 
arithmetics, and songs two or three hours everyday. 


Those who finished the Korean letters school were given a 
certificate and stricken off the “‘list of illiterates” on passing 
the terminal examination held ona nationwide scale and were 
admitted to a higher adult school. 


The measure taken by the Party and state enabled our 
country to establish a well-knit education system and suitable 
adult education system to eliminate illiteracy among the 
working people with success and steadily raise their intel- 
lectual and cultural level. 

Besides, the Party and state guiding system was es- 
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tablished to promote the vast undertaking to eliminate 
illiteracy. 

In the centre, the Central Anti-illiteracy Guiding 
Committee headed by the director of the Education Bureau of 
the Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea was 
formed with representatives of political parties and public 
organizations. In provinces, cities and counties the anti- 
illiteracy guiding committees were set up with the officials of 
Party, government bodies, public organizations and 
educationalists. 

These committees tackled all problems arising in im- 
plementing the Party policy and state decision on eliminating 
illiteracy, running Korean letters schools, supplying teachers 
and providing study conditions, and gave guidance and 
exercised supervision in a coordinated way. 

Thanks to the coordinated guidance of the Party and 
state, our country could push ahead with antt-illiteracy 
campaign purposefully with the powerful support of the 
whole society. 

The Party and state set a high goal to make over 2.3 
million shake off illiteracy at a possible earliest date and 
concentrated their efforts on launching anti-illiteracy cam- 
paign successively stage by stage. 

In November 1946 the Provisional People’s Committee of 
North Korea adopted the “‘Decision on launching winter 
anti-illiteracy campaign in the rural areas” and decided to 
wage a winter literacy campaign for four months from 
December 1946 to March 1947. This was a very reasonable 
step in the light of the fact that peasants occupied a great 
proportion of illiterates. Because it envisaged the effective use 
of the winter slack season in admitting many illiterates to the 
adult education network and active involvement of teachers 
and students in the literacy work in winter vacation. 

Asa result, in 1946 over 556,000 adults attended 16, 178 
Korean letters schools throughout the country. 

Drawing on the experience of the winter campaign in 
1946, our country strenuously carried on. the anti-illiteracy 
work in towns and workers’ districts all the year round 
throughout the country in 1947 and in winter concentrated 
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efforts on the anti-illiteracy campaign in the countryside. 
Thus the campaign against illiteracy was launched from 
December 1947 to March 1948 and the campaign for 
complete elimination of illiteracy and adult retraining be- 
tween December 1948 and March 1949. 


MAKING A PEASANT WOMAN A PIONEER IN 
THE ANTI-ILLITERACY CAMPAIGN 


The campaign against illiteracy was a matter for the 
working people themselves and an all-people undertaking 
where success only depended on their revolutionary zeal and 
active involvement. 

From its inception the campaign was undertaken by the 
working people themselves in the attitude of master on the 
principle that the literate ought to teach and the illiterate 
learn. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung called on the 
workers, peasants and women and others to turn out in a 
body in the anti-illiteracy campaign, putting up the slogans 
“Knowledge is strength and ignorance means ruin!” “Let us 
learn and learn!” 

Party and state organs and public organizations under- 
took brisk political work to explain the significance, aim and 
tasks of the campaign against illiteracy. Korean letters 
schools were opened throughout the country and a mass 
movement started to teach illiterates letters of our language. 

Korean letters schools were set up wherever there were 
illiterates. Schools opened with blackboards installed wher- 
ever people could sit together, even in an office of a shop and 
in a dwelling house, to say nothing of school building, public 
hall, club and reading room. Workers donated the pay for 
their extra work for building school and peasants bought 
lamp oil or carbide for use 1n school selling reserve grains. 

The problem of teachers who were in great demand was 
solved by enlisting public service. Officials of parties, govern- 
ment organs and public organizations volunteered to teach at 
the Korean letters school. Teachers taught the working 
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people our letters at the Korean letters school in the evening 
after their daywork. 


Students and children formed a “‘chorus” and an “‘attend- 
ance-promoting team” to secure 100 per cent attendance of 
their grandparents and parents and helped them in their study 
at home. 


With the whole country and the entire people turned out 
in the campaign against illiteracy, it attained a tangible 
success. Those who shed illiteracy numbered 320,000 in 1946 
and 500,000 during the first winter campaign against illiteracy 
which lasted till March 1947, over 800,000 in all. 


But this was merely an initial success and the worst 
difficulties still lay ahead. Two-thirds of illiterates yet re- 
mained and most of them were rural women, middle-aged or 
old people. Swayed by feudal obsolete ideas or on the pretext 
of their old age, they showed reluctance to the anti-illiteracy 
campaign and Jacked confidence in study. 


After all, whether our country would completely do away 
or not with illiteracy at an early date depended on how 
illiterate people, women in particular, in the rural areas were 
enlisted in the mass drive against illiteracy. 


The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung brought the anti- 
illiteracy drive to a higher plane through the “Li Gye San 
movement’’ 

On August 4, 1947 the great leader was visited by an 
unexpected guest. 

The visitor was Li Gye San, an ordinary peasant woman 
who lived in Okdong-ri, Pyonggang County, a mountain 
village in Kangwon Province. She, a farmhand of a landlord, 
had been maltreated from childhood. After liberation she 
came to farm on her own land thanks to the agrarian reform. 
She made a long travel to express her gratitude to the great 
leader carrying a sack of wheat and potatoes out of the crop 
she had gathered in. 

Warmly receiving her, the great leader thanked her for 
the gift and added that it would be better for her to help 
her village build a school. He inquired of her about farming 
conditions and life in her village and then, changing the 
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subject, asked what she was studying and whether she read the 
newspaper or not. 


She was at a loss what to say for a moment. She was still 
illiterate. A primary school and a Korean letters school 
opened in her village, but she was indifferent to learning, 
thinking that 1t would be enough for her, a farmer, to raise 
good crops. 


When she answered that she could not write and read yet, 
the great leader said: 

‘‘Each and every Korean must become able to read the 
letters of our own language. The first thing to do is to Jearn 
these. 

‘You must study. It is not too late for you.... 

‘‘When you go home, go to the Korean letters school. 

‘‘When you are able to read our language, you will really 
become a human being, and capable even of attending to the 
affairs of the state.” 


The great leader suggested her to learn to read in three 
months and write him a letter to that effect and appeal to all 
people to spread the literacy movement. 


She promised the great leader to do so and returned to her 
village. 

After her return home she studied hard day and night 
while working as she promised him, and thus came to write 
and read our letters in three months when she sent a letter to 
him. 

That day peasants in Pyonggang County held anti- 
illiteracy activists’ meeting and adopted an appeal tolauncha 
mass movement to eliminate illiteracy throughout the country 
as instructed by the great leader. 

As a result, the “Li Gye San movement’, a mass 
movement against illiteracy, spread all over the country and 
became the concern of the masses themselves. 


a 


COMPLETE ELIMINATION OF ILLITERACY, 
THE INITIAL VICTORY IN THE 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION 


With the brisk progress of the antt-illiteracy campaign as 
an all-people movement, at its 52nd session in November 
1947, the People’s Committee of North Korea adopted a 
decision on completely conquering illiteracy in the whole of 
north Korea by March 1949 and indicated the goal and tasks 
in each stage. This set spurs to the illiteracy elimination 
movement. 

A nationwide campaign was conducted for four months 
from December 1947 designated as ‘‘anti-illiteracy campaign 
period’, with the result that 2.12 million conquered illiteracy. 

On this basis a central anti-illiteracy exhibition was 
opened in Pyongyang, the democratic capital, in May 1948. 

On a visit to the exhibition the great leader was very 
pleased to see the praiseworthy success that over two million 
shed illiteracy and gave the important tasks of completely 
eliminating illiteracy in near future, stepping up refresher 
training of adults to prevent their relapse into illiteracy and 
steadily raising the working people’s cultural and technical 
level. 

In a rally held in Pyongyang Municipal Stadium over 
26,000 students of various adult schools in Pyongyang 
renewed their pledge to implement the leader’s instructions 
without fail and appealed to the whole country to do so. 

In an atmosphere of upsurge illiteracy was finally con- 
quered during four months from the end of 1948 to the 
beginning of 1949 and the last shock force movement was 
launched to step up reeducation of the adults. During this 
period efforts were concentrated on educating and retraining 
the last of illiterates—old people, women and peasants in 
mountain areas. In the spring of 1949 the state examination 
was carried out with success in all schools across the country 
before spring ploughing. Thus, in our country over 2.3 million 
completely shed illiteracy in a little over three years after 
liberation. 
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The complete elimination of illiteracy was the first great 
victory in our cultural revolution and marked a signal event 
that our people emerged from ignorance and darkness 
handed over from old society and became full-fledged masters 
in building a new society. A peasant woman of Pyonggang 
County who started learning our letters during the brisk anti- 
illiteracy campaign later graduated from a college studying 
while on the job,. became chairman of a cooperative farm and 
was elected deputy to the Supreme People’s Assembly. 
Besides, quite a few “farmhands” and “‘kitchen maids” grew 
up to be directors.and chairmen of farm, famous scientists 
and talented artists. 

The successful progress of anti-illiteracy campaign 
brought our adult education toa higher plane. And the rise in 
the working people’s cultural and technical level opened up.a 
broad prospect for the vigorous promotion of the ideological 
and technical revolutions. 


2) FOR STEADY IMPROVEMENT OF 
THE WORKING PEOPLE’S CULTURAL 
AND TECHNICAL STANDARDS 


After wiping out illiteracy, our country continuously 
expended great efforts on adult education to prevent the 
working people from relapsing into illiteracy and steadily 
raise their cultural and technical level in accord with the 
requirement of the reality. 

Following the liquidation of illiteracy adult education in 
our country developed mainly through three stages. 

The first: stage was aimed at raising the working people’s 
intellectual standard to that of primary school leaver; the 
second stage, to that of junior middle school leaver, and the 
third stage, to that of senior middle school leaver. 

These stages of the progress of adult education in parallel 
with the development of compulsory school education pre- 
sented the successive courses in which the general cultural and 
technical levels of society steadily rose. 
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RAISING THE WORKING PEOPLE’S 
INTELLECTUAL STANDARD TO THAT OF 
PRIMARY OR MIDDLE SCHOOL LEAVER 


The work of raising the intellectual level of all the working 
people to that of primary and middle school !eaver started 
already when the antt-illiteracy campaign was under way. 

A state decision on the adult education system was 
adopted in 1947. And in pursuance of the decision the two- 
year adult school and the three-year adult middle school were 
set up. They gave adults elementary education and lower 
secondary education respectively. 

In April of 1948 one-year adult school system for primary 
education was introduced to meet the desire of the working 
people, young ones in particular, who, on shaking off 
illiteracy, were eager to make rapid progress. 

The short-term adult school comprised the first, second 
and third four-month classes. The first class was taught the 
curriculums for the third grade of primary school, the second 
class, those of the fourth grade, the third class, those of the 
fifth grade respectively (at that time the primary school wasa 
five-year course). 

The work of raising the working people’s cultural level 
made good progress when postwar socialist construction hit 
its stride. 

In November 1958 the Cabinet of the DPRK adopted the 
decision “On raising the general intellectual level of the 
working people to that of primary or junior middle school 
leaver.”’ 

The decision said that the former adult education system 
should be reorganized into a new one consisting of working 
people’s school (primary school level) and working people’s 
middle school (junior middle school level) to meet the 
requirement of the developing reality and specific measures be 
taken to improve and step up adult education. 

Working people’s school and working people’s middle 
school were set up in the factory, enterprise, cooperative farm 
as the unit, to enroll people working there. The head of those 
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establishments was made the school principal and responsible 
for providing the employees with study conditions as well as 
for production. 


Instructions were given by the personnel of the given 
organizations, teachers of regular school and some public 
figures. Programmes of instruction and textbooks were 
printed by the state in a uniform way. 


With the development of school education these schools 
improved the content of education, and efforts were exerted 
to raise the level of adult education to that of regular school 
education. 


Thanks to the Party and state’s measures and the working 
people’s high political enthusiasm 6,100 working people’s 
schools and over 2,900 working people’s middle schools 
opened with the enrollment of 1,370,000 working people in 
1958. In 1959 working people’s schools and working people’s 
middle schools increased to over 7,500 and to over 3,000 
respectively. 

From 1958 when universal compulsory secondary edu- 
cation was put in force, our country saw to it that working 
people’s middle schools were expanded and enhanced their 
role, putting up the slogan as to raising the working people’s 
intellectual level to that of middle school leaver. 


The national meeting of active teachers of the working 
people’s schools and working people’s middle schools held in 
March 1964 was of great significance in improving and 
developing adult education. 

The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung who attended the 
meeting, analysed and summed up the achievements made in 
adult education in the past and clarified the tasks and 
methods of raising the general cultural and technical level of 
the working people to that of middle school leaver by 
enhancing teachers’ level and role. 

Following this meeting functionaries and teachers of adult 
education institutions in the country who fully realized the 
importance of their job, devoted all their wisdom and energies 
to adult education and greatly improved the content and 
methods of education. On the other hand, all the working 
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people of factories, enterprises, cooperative farms set their 
definite target for each stage and studied hard to hit their 
target. 

High enthusiasm for study of the working people in our 
country helped bring about a bmilliant solution of the problem 
of making all members of society acquire the knowledge of 
middle school level or above. 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE OF SENIOR MIDDLE 
SCHOOL LEAVER LEVEL AND ONE 
TECHNIQUE AND MORE TO EVERYONE 


Today the aim of our adult education is to impart all the 
working people general knowledge of senior middle school 
leaver level and one technique and more. 

With this in view, the three-year working people’s senior 
middle school is run to give the working people complete 
secondary education. Working people’s senior middle schools 
were set up and are run in each production bay as the unit. 

At places of production there are established various 
technical study systems so as to teach the working people one 
modern technique or more and improve their technical skill. 

The target for the working people to acquire one tech- 
nique and more was set already when the policy of obtaining 
the general knowledge of the middle school leaver level was 
set before them. The working people all intensified technical 
study to master the technique they specialized in along with 
the study for raising their level of general knowledge. 

Major factories and enterprises run various vocational 
schools. Besides, the working people are steadily improving 
their technical skill through the skill-imparting short-course, 
technical study, and passing-on-skill seminar which are 
regularly organized. 

Farm villages all have agricultural scientific and technical 
knowledge propaganda hall which serves as the base for the 
systematical dissemination of the Juche farming method and 
scientific and technical knowledge among farmers. 

Today workers, cooperative farmers and all other work- 
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ing people in the country are reliably being prepared to be 
cultured and able men possessed of the general knowledge of 


senior middle school leaver level and one modern technique 
and more. 
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5. CHILDREN ARE ALL BROUGHT UP 
AT STATE AND PUBLIC EXPENSE 


Children are flower buds of the country and masters of the 
future society. The particular care and affection for them 
emanate from the lofty idea of our Party and state and are 
manifestation of our people’s warm love for the country 
today and tomorrow. 

Article 2 of Chapter 1 of ““The Law of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea on the Nursing and Upbringing 
of Children ”’ stipulates: 

‘The DPRK rears all children in nurseries and kindergar- 
tens at state and public expense.” 

Today all the children in our country are treated as ‘“‘king”’ 
of the country and grow up in happiness wanting for nothing 
under state and public care. 


1) NURSERIES AND KINDERGARTENS 
BUILT EVERYWHERE 


Good education of children requires adequate material 
conditions. What is needed first is facilities capable of 
accommodating all children for bringing up and educating 
them in a scientific and cultured way. 

In our country beautiful modern establishments for 
nursing and bringing up children are set up wherever there are 
children and evenly distributed across the country. These 
include nursery, kindergarten, baby home and children’s 
home. 

There are three kinds of nursery and kindergarten: The 
day nursery and kindergarten which receive charges in the 
morning and return them in the evening, weekly ones which 
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receive charges Mondays and return them Saturdays, 
monthly ones which take charge of children on a monthly 
basis. 

Nurseries and kindergartens are set up, as a rule, near 
workplace, residential district, and in the centre of a village 
with due regard to women’s community life and job and the 
distance the children have to cover to walk to and from the 
kindergarten. Adequate modern nurseries and kindergartens 
are found in sunny and scenic places wherever there are 
women and children—in the urban residential quarters, 
villages, factories and enterprises and for workteams of 
cooperative farms. 

Classes in the nursery and kindergarten are as follows: 

The nursery has sucklings’ class for those who are six 
months or less old, weanlings’ class (the first class for 7-12- 
month-olds and the second class for 13-18-month-olds), 
training class or meal-taking class (the first class for 19-24- 
month-olds and the second class for 25-36-month-olds), and 
pre-kindergarten class for. 37-48-month-olds. 

The kindergarten consists of one-year junior class for 4- 
year-olds and one-year senior class for 5-year-olds. 

Like this, classes are divided in such a way aS to bring up 
and educate children on a scientific basis and from the 
viewpoint of sanitary culture to suit each stage of their 
growth. 

The size of the nursery and kindergarten is determined 
adequately according to the number of children in the given 
area. There is, for instance, a small nursery set up for a dozen 
of children in Kojin-dong, Kapsan County, Ryanggang 
Province in the northern part of the country. On the contrary, 
the Pyongyang Textile Combine, and others in which women 
workers are predominant run a big kindergarten with several 
branches. 

In the past even the words nursery and kindergarten were 
unknown to our people and women who were subjected to 
slavery in addition to the feudal yoke under Japanese 
imperialist colonial rule. 

Today, however, our country has over 23,000 nurseries 
and over 37,000 kindergartens for working women and 
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children, in which over 3.5 million children grow up to be 
flower buds of the country. 

In our country there are baby homes and children’s homes 
for those who cannot receive parental care. 

All the nurseries and kindergartens are run by either state 
organizations or cooperatives. The nurseries and kindergar- 
tens run by the state have management system different from 
those run by cooperatives, but both of them bring up and 
educate children as required by the same programme of 
instruction and regulations in accord with the law of the state 
on the nursing and upbringing of children. So, they have no 
virtual difference. 

In our country, kindergartens are under the direction of 
educational administrative bodies and nurseries are directed 
by health administrative bodies. Besides, there are research 
institutes which tackle theoretical and practical problems 
arising in children’s nursing and upbringing and those 
engaged in the study of child care, food and playthings for 
children. 


2) HEALTH CARE FOR CHILDREN 


One of the most important things in bringing up and 
educating children is to rear them healthy from childhood. 

Good nutrition and health from childhood constitute the 
foundation of man’s sturdy physique. Nurseries and kinder- 
gartens provide square meals and snacks in between for 
children according to the adequate nutrition standards con- 
sidering their age and constitution. In particular, in weaning 
period special attention 1s paid to the nutrition of weanlings, 
keeping them 1n a room set aside for the purpose. 

Nurseries and kindergartens all pay deep attention to 
bringing up children well from the viewpoint of sanitary 
culture in accordance with the regulations relating to collec- 
tive child care and the hygiene and prevention of diseases. 
They, equipped with up-to-date sanitary facilities, take good 
care of children to meet the sanitary requirements and 
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regularly harden their body by exposure to the open air, the 
sun, and water and with the help of various medical appli- 
ances and gymnastic apparatuses. 

The clinics set up in the nurseries and kindergartens for 
children’s health care give the first medical aid to children, 
conduct sanitary and anti-epidemic work, and look after their 
nutrition and growth. 

At the same time, the charges of nurseries and kindergar- 
tens are also given medical care by the hospital or clinic in 
their county, district, m (dong) or by those attached to the 
factory and enterprise in their area. 

All medical services offered for the protection and pro- 
motion of children’s health are entirely free of charge 
according to the universal free medical service system whichis 
effective as from the beginning of 1953 in our country. 


3) GOOD CHARACTER AND MANNERS 
ARE FORMED FROM CHILDHOOD 


Formation of man’s mentality and character begins from 
his childhood. A Korean saying goes: “‘A habit acquired at 
three will persist to eighty.” This means that training in 
childhood has an important bearing on the formation and 
development of man’s character. Hence in our country 
importance is attached to bringing up children to have sound 
mind and noble moral qualities and be resourceful and bright. 

Through community life in the kindergarten children are 
taught to respect elder people, develop the collectivist spirit of 
loving friends and helping and leading one another forward 
and take good care of toys, desks, chairs and other public 
property. Besides, they are trained to be accustomed to 
community life and discipline from early childhood. 

Kindergartens lay great stress on developing children’s 
talent, cultivating their aesthetic sentiment and hardening 
their body. 

In all kindergartens children are given one-year pre- 
school education according to the same programme of 
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instruction. There children learn how to hold a pencil, how to 
write and read simple sentences, how to count numbers up to 
ten and do simple arithmetic. 

In addition, serious attention is paid to inculcating lofty 
feelings in them and building up their physical strength from 
childhood. 

Our kindergartens’ daily routine is run through with 
singing and dancing so that all children may grow up to be 
men with good aesthetic sentiments who can dance, sing, 
paint and play instruments. 

Nurseries and kindergartens are well appointed with 
educational facilities and equipment. 

Changgwang kindergarten in Pyongyang, for instance, 
has several hundred teaching aids and musical instruments 
needed for pre-school education and zoological and botanical 
specimens and stuffed specimens of animals amounting to 
300. Kindergarteners directly observe stuffed specimens of 
useful birds such as migratory grosbeak and oriole and 
leopard, roe deer, deer and others and thus widen their 
knowledge. | 

The education in the kindergarten serves as a good 
groundwork for school and social education, the next stages 
of education. 


4) “THE BEST THINGS TO CHILDREN” 


In our country itis made the consistent state policy to give 
first consideration to bringing up and educating children, and 
nothing is spared for them. 

In the nursing and upbringing of children everyone enjoys 
completely equal state benefit, irrespective of occupation, the 
quantity and quality of the labour he or she puts in and the 
number of his or her children. Therefore, it can be said to bea 
communist measure based on the principle of distributing to 
each according to his or her need. 

Nurseries and kindergartens are built at state expense and 
furnishings and equipment needed for bringing up and 
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educating children are produced on state funds. In laying out 
new residential quarters priority 1s given to the construction 
of nurseries and kindergartens. 

The state set up specialized factories in the centre and local 
areas to ensure regular supply of furnishings, equipment, 
foodstuffs, toys and others to nurseries and kindergartens, 
and a well-regulated supply system for them. 

Factories, enterprises and cooperative farms run their 
own nurseries and kindergartens on the funds established for 
the purpose, while workers, farmers and other working 
people vigorously launch a mass campaign to give manpower, 
material and technical assistance to them. 

Nursery governesses and kindergarten teachers are 
mainly produced by colleges. For the purpose each province 
runs a teachers training college. In addition, each city and 
county has a short-term training centre for the purpose. 

This success attained in bringing up and educating 
children is ascribable to the lofty virtue of the great leader of 
our people Comrade Kim II Sung who values and loves 
children boundlessly. 

In the early years of his revolutionary activity the great 
leader told women in the Wujiazi village that when Korea 
wins back independence, children would be brought up in a 
special house remindful of the king’s palace, and thus opened 
up a bright prospect for the children to become “‘kings”’ of the 
country. 

Even in the hard years of building a new country after 
liberation he ensured that a nursery was housed in the best 
building in Pyongyang, naming it March 8 Nursery and thus 
marked a new history of the popular work of bringing up and 
educating children. 

Even after having provided children with a good com- 
fortable house, the great leader attentively looked after them 
so that they suffer no inconvenience. Out of deep solicitude 
for them he saw to it that the flower-patterned carpet on the 
floor of the building of the Party Central Committee was sent 
to them to be spread in the nursery lest they get hurt while 
playing. 

On January 26, 1968 three days after the capture of the US 
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armed spy ship ““Pueblo’’, when enemy warships and bombers 
were frantically preparing themselves for the “‘sally into north 
Korea,” the beloved leader discussed with workers in fishery 
about the way to increase the production of cod-liver oil 
drops and calcium cakes for children and took positive 
measures. 

Thanks to the benevolent care shown by our Party all the 
children of our country are running up in happiness. 


70 


6. THE BASIC PRINCIPLE OF 
SOCIALIST PEDAGOGY IS 
IMPLEMENTED 


The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“We regard as the core of education the implementation of 
the socialist pedagogical doctrine.” (Kim II Sung, Selected 
Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V1, p. 262.) 

By thoroughly implementing the socialist pedagogical 
doctrine in education in each stage of the development of 
revolution our country trains successfully new-type revo- 
lutionaries to make a contribution to our revolution and 
construction. 


1) GIVING PRIORITY TO IDEOLOGICAL 
EDUCATION 


To give priority to ideological education in all work is 
important requirement for realization of the basic principle of 
the socialist pedagogy and a policy maintained consistently 
by our Party 1n educational work. 


Man is a social being: with ideological consciousness. 
Ideological consciousness determines man’s worth and 
character and controls his all activities. Therefore, it can be 
said that remoulding of people is, in essence, remoulding of 
their ideology. Primary attention should be paid to ideo- 
logical education in training communists. 


Wide knowledge and sound body are of no use for society 
and people if one is ideologically backward and morally 
degenerate. 
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That is why our Party gives priority to ideological 
education in training the rising generation. 


THE CORE OF IDEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 


Itis a prerequisite to the successful education of the rising 
generation to decide correctly on the orientation and content 
of ideological education. 

In pursuance of the Party’s educational policy for youth 
and children all the schools in our country conduct political 
and ideological education vigorously, putting stress on in- 
tensifying education in the Juche idea and in loyalty to the 
Party and leader and revolutionary and communist 
education. 

In our country emphasisislaid on education of studentsin 
the Juche idea. 

Schools teach students the principle of the Juche idea and 
our Party’s policies and revolutionary traditions which are an 
embodiment of the Juche idea, to make them revolutionaries 
equipped firmly with Juche-based revolutionary world 
outlook. 

Along with this revolutionary and communist education 
is intensified to cultivate in them noble mental and moral 
qualities such as fervent love for our socialist homeland, bitter 
hatred for imperialism and class enemies, liking to work, 
loving care of state and public properties and the spirit of 
helping and leading each other forward. 

In ideological education of studentsin the school the main 
emphasis is laid on cultivating loyalty to the Party and the 
leader. Education in loyalty is carned on theoretically and 
through vivid concrete illustrations of benevolence shown by 
the Party and the great leader so that they may be bound- 
lessly faithful to the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung and 
dear Comrade Kim Jong II. Besides, they are encouraged to 
model themselves on the living examples of loyalty and taught 
to regard loyalty to the Party and leader as their revolutionary 
duty and creed. 

The political and ideological education is given through 
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instruction in political subjects included in curriculum, color- 
ful extra-curricular activities and regular ideological edu- 
cation performed by the organizations of the League of 
Socialist Working Youth and the Children’s Union. 


HEURISTIC EDUCATION AND 
INTENSIFICATION OF ORGANIZED LIFE 
AND SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES 


The ideological and political education of students is 
conducted by the heuristic method. 

People cannot be made to have a firm faith in progressive 
ideas by coercion, cramming, or other outdated methods of 
education nor can success be attained in remoulding people’s 
ideology by such methods. 

In our country ideological education is always done by 
explanation and persuasion, not by coercion and general 
instruction. In other words, students are given reasonable and 
convincing explanation of progressive ideas, Party’s lines and 
policies so that they understand and sympathize with them for 
themselves. Delinquents and laggards, too, are handled not 
by abuse or punishment but by tireless persuasion, so that 
they come to see and correct their defects and shortcomings 
for themselves. 

In our country the main emphasis is laid on influencing by 
positive examples in educating students. 

Children, young people and students are sensitive to new 
things, have a strong sense of justice and like to follow others’ 
examples. So positive examples can arouse great sympathy in 
them and be widely accepted. 

In our country students are educated through the in- 
fluence of the examples which were set by the anti-Japanese 
revolutionary forerunners who had been boundlessly loyal to 
the great leader, the heroic soldiers who had fought for the 
Party and leader, motherland and people at the risk of their 
youth and life during the Fatherland Liberation War, un- 
assuming heroes and innovators who are performing a great 
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achievement in socialist construction by giving full play to 
their revolutionary zeal and creative talents and the examples 
of students in their study and life. 

In pursuance of the Party’s policy the campaign to follow 
the example of unassuming heroes is widely carried on in our 
country. 

A girl scientist applied herself to the research of a new 
variety of crop for over ten years after graduating from 
university, giving little thought to her private life including 
marriage, and obtained a good success. 

The fruit she produced devoting all her youthful days was 
unknown before the great leader found it and gave promi- 
nence to her. There are many unassuming heroes like her in 
our country. 

In schools of different levels students are acquiring the 
habit of working, studying and living like unassuming heroes, 
following their good deeds and lofty spirit. 

Our Party attaches important significance to the intensifi- 
cation of organized life and social and political activities in 
educating students. 

In our country everyone is affiliated with a definite 
organization and leads a political life: At the age of 7 to 13 
people participate in the organized life of the Children’s 
Union and at the age of 14 to 29, that of the League of 
Socialist Working Youth and then that of the Party or 
working people’s organizations. 

The LSWY and CU organizations provide children, 
young people and students with ideological pabulum and 
train them politically. Parents are guardians of their physical 
life who give birth to and rear them, whereas the LSWY and 
CU organizations are political guardians who give them 
political integrity and protect it. 

School and the CU and LSWY organizations give the 
students assignments consonant with their age-group, poli- 
tical level and psychological characteristics and help them 
carry out assignments so that they may cultivate from their 
early years an attitude and habit of performing them in a 
responsible manner. 

Students take part in various social and political activities 
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and in campaigns to do good things. 

Students are made to form propaganda squads such as 
Party-policy propaganda squads, scientific propaganda 
squads and sanitary propaganda squads, to givea lecture and 
explanation to the masses, have talks with them and perform 
art propaganda work. These propaganda activities help the 
students be well acquainted with our Party’s policies and 
acquire scientific and technical knowledge, consolidate their 
class knowledge and cultivate their ability and pluck to 
conduct political work among the masses. In this course they 
become self-assured and proud of doing their bit and come to 
study hard and be active in their organized life. 

The campaign to do good things 1s launched in different 
forms such as guard activity, campaign to create CU and 
LSWY groves, campaign to help build socialism, and so on. 

The pupils of primary and middle schools form guards 
and kill harmful insects, tend trees on the roadside and in 
villages. According to the “children’s patriotic plan” they 
plant and tend pumpkin, hemp and kidney beans and 
extensively raise rabbits to add to the economic life of the 
country. 

In Korea people often see vehicles named ‘Sonyon’”’ 
(boy): locomotives ‘“Sonyon” running with a loud whistle, 
tractors “Sonyon”’ at work on the fertile field of the coopera- 
tive farms and cranes “‘Sonyon”’ hoisting heavy structural 
parts. These are the fruit of labour of the pupils who enlisted 
in the campaign to do good deeds. 

In response to the Party’s call a vigorous movement is 
recently launched by children, young people and students to 
build up their native place. 

Upholding the Party’s policy on launching a vigorous 
movement to build up “my village’”’ and ‘“‘my school’ and 
inspired by the fervent love for the country, all the children, 
youth and students throughout the country are out to keep 
their homes, villages and schools neat, pave roads, plant fruit 
trees around their houses and in the ground of their schools 
and create “the LSWY and CU groves.” 

Through these practical activities they foster from their 
early years the attitude befitting the master of the economic 
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life of the country and liking to work and further consolidate 
and deepen what they have learned in the school. 

University students take part in the three-revolution team 
movement, one form of social and political activities. 

The three-revolution team movement presents a new 
method of revolutionary guidance whereby superiors help 
their subordinates by combining political and ideological 
guidance with scientific and technical guidance and ideo- 
logical, technical and cultural revolutions are stepped up by 
rousing the working masses to activity. 

University students are sensitive to new things, ready to 
defend and carry out the Party’s policies and possessed of 
advanced science and techniques. Taking this into account 
our Party dispatches them as members of the three-revolution 
team along with the core members of the Party to factories, 
enterprises and cooperative farms. 

Students of the graduation class are all enlisted in the 
three-revolution team for the definite term and effectively 
apply what they have learned for the revolution and construc- 
tion and temper themselves politically and ideologically. 

In this course they foster their loyalty to the Party and 
leader, accumulate experience in the actual conditions in the 
various fields of the national economy. Thus, they improve 
their political and ideological as well as scientific and 
technical qualifications and come to acquire the method and 
style of work befitting the leading personnel of revolution. 
During the fruitful days of the three-revolution team move- 
ment the students help officials and workers in different fields 
of the national economy to perform brilliant feats in the 
ideological, technical and cultural revolutions, and many of 
them become Labour Heroes or are decorated by the state. 


2) PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE USEFUL TO 
THE REVOLUTION AND CONSTRUCTION 


In order to apply the fundamental principle of socialist 
pedagogy thoroughly to the education of the younger gener- 


76 


ation and training of technicians and specialists, great efforts 
are made to give them practical knowledge. 

Today when science and technology are developing very 
rapidly and new spheres of science and technology are 
explored without letup, the realities require the educational 
field to train competent people equipped with a wealth of 
scientific and technical knowledge and capable of making a 
substantial contribution to the construction of the economy 
and culture of the country. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF JUCHE IN EDUCATION 


To see to it that the students acquire working knowledge 
needed for expediting the revolution and construction, our 
country adheres to the principle of establishing Juche in 
education before anything else. 

In a word, to establish Juche in education means that the 
main emphasis is laid on things of one’s own country in 
instruction and that people are taught to know their own 
things well. 

Koreans should carry on the revolution in Korea and 
build socialism and communism in Korea. If Koreans want to 
play their part as masters of the Korean revolution satisfac- 
torily and take responsibility for the revolution and construc- 
tion in their country, they must know well the past and 
present of Korea and be versed in her nature, geography, 
economy and culture. 

In our schools an active endeavour is made to give the 
students a good knowledge of the line, policy and rev- 
olutionary traditions of our Party. 

In schools of all levels the works of the great leader 
Comrade Kim I] Sung and the history of his revolutionary 
activities are taught to acquaint the students with our Party’s 
policy and revolutionary traditions. The Party’s documents, 
decisions and instructions published in each period are also 
taught intensively. 

In schools great efforts are devoted to instruction in things 
of our own country. 
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At the stage of general education the language, history, 
geography, nature, literature and music of our country are 
compulsory subjects, and lots of hours are allotted to them. 

The teaching of the history and geography of other 
countries is also aimed at carrying on our revolution more 
efficiently. Technological matters, too, are taught in the 
context of the actual conditions of our country. For instance, 
the main emphasis in the education of electrical engineering is 
laid on the scientific and technical problems essential for 
building and running hydroelectric and thermal power sta- 
tions by properly using the features of our rivers and streams 
and our inexhaustible anthracite. 

To establish Juche in education never means rejecting or 
ignoring the sciences and techniques of other countries. This 
is alien to the principle of Juche in education. 

We are opposed to worshipping foreign things indis- 
criminately while despising one’s own things, and to swallow- 
ing the things of other countries without chewing just because 
they are advanced although they do not suit our actual 
conditions. 

As for the things of other countries, we ask the students to 
accept critically only those urgently needful for us to suit the 
actual situation of our country, so that those can be used for 
our revolution and construction. 


COMBINING THEORETICAL EDUCATION 
WITH PRACTICAL TRAINING, AND EDUCATION 
WITH PRODUCTION LABOUR 


In order to give all the students useful, live knowledge and 
cultivate their practical ability, theoretical education and 
practical training, and education and production labour are 
closely combined. 

Theories only become working knowledge applicable to 
practice when their truth is substantiated in practice and they 
are combined with the ability to apply them. 

Through the proper combination of lessons and lectures 
with laboratory work and practical training and effective 
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production labour in schools, students are made to fully 
digest what they have learned in class and develop their ability 
to apply it aptly to practice. 

Lectures give scientific and technical knowledge in prin- 
ciple in a logical and convincing way, and it is fully grasped 
through discussion and argument, visual and object lessons. 

In school education importance is attached to laboratory 
work and practical training in addition to lessons. Take 
physics taught at the senior middle school for example. It 
includes over 60 experiments. All these experiments are made 
by a duo of students so that every student can personally 
make them. 

At the stage of secondary education, practice in produc- 
tion is also given along with laboratory work. It is aimed at 
imparting the basic technical know-how of modern produc- 
tion and technical skills to handle machines and tools. 

The ratio between theoretical education and practical 
training in higher education differs from department to 
department, but practical training holds nearly 50 per cent. 

The experimentation in the stage of higher education is 
carried out entirely by each student, who makes experiments 
independently from the first process to the last. In many cases, 
experiments at universities are linked with scientific tests. 

In the stage of higher education great significance 1s 
attached to practice in production and major fields of study. 
At universities of technology, 35 to 40 weeks are allotted to 
practice in production, and at those of agriculture, medicine 
and fisheries a far longer time. 

Practice in production and in the fields of specialization at 
this stage is conducted with stress on making the students 
master scientific principles in their spéciality and up-to-date 
technical skills. 

All students of senior middle schools, colleges and 
universities in our country systematically participate in 
production labour envisaged in the educational programme. 

Production labour is performed in diversified forms such 
as of agricultural labour done by way of assistance to farms, 
production labour on the agricultural and livestock farms 
attached to universities, construction labour, labour in the 
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course of practice in production, and so on. 

We guard against both the tendency of neglecting pro- 
ductive labour while leaning only on classwork and the 
tendency of making the students participate in production 
labour to excess, and strongly demand that pedagogical 
requirements be strictly met in the organization of production 
labour. 


3) BRINGING UP THE NEW GENERATION 
TO BE OWNERS OF SOUND BODIES 
AND RICH EMOTION 


Bringing up the new generation to be comprehensively 
developed communists with strong bodies and noble and rich 
emotion is one of the important tasks arising in carrying out 
the fundamental principles of socialist pedagogy. 

In schools art and physical education are given systemati- 
cally in line with the Party’s policy on pushing ahead with 
intellectual, moral and physical education in an integrated 
process. 


A SOUND BODY IS A NATIONAL ASSET 


Sound bodies of children and youth are essential for the 
revolutionary struggle and the building of a strong and rich 
socialist state. 

Their strong bodies built up through proper physical 
training will make it possible to push ahead with the 
revolution and construction and increase the strength of the 
nation. 

Physical education is of importance not only in increasing 
the physical strength of children and youth but also in 
tempering their mind and will, cultivating their organization, 
discipline, fortitude and perseverance and heightening their 
sports techniques and cultural attainments. 

Deep attention is paid to the physical education of 
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children in their primary and secondary school days, the stage 
of most vigorous physical growth. 

Physical culture is defined as an important subject in the 
educational programme of primary and secondary schools 
and conducted systematically in the whole course of school- 
ing. In order toimprove the quality of physical education and 
conduct extracurricular athletics effectively on a scientific 
basis, full-time gymnastic teachers are assigned to primary 
schools where it is the rule that the class teacher teaches all 
subjects, to say nothing of the secondary schools and colleges 
and universities. 

The principal aim of physical education at schools of all 
levels is to build up the strength of the students and develop 
their bodies symmetrically. In laying down the content of 
physical education at school and selecting its forms and 
methods, we take into full consideration the country’s natural 
and geographical conditions, specific features of the ethnical 
constitution, sex, age and physical and physiological require- 
ments of the students. 

At schools physical education aimed at making the 
children and students taller and developing their physiques in 
a well-proportioned manner is intensified systematically. 

To popularize physical training and make it a daily 
routine is an important policy of our Party in physical 
education. According to this policy, schools of all levels make 
ita part of their daily schedule and of the students’ daily life to 
hold collective activity of physical culture embracing all of 
them and organize it regularly. 

When they come to school, the students start their daily 
work with collective running, and after two or three classes all 
the students come out to the school ground and have 
intermediate gymnastic exercises. When school is over, var- 
ious interesting extracurricular sports activities are held for 
more than an hour under the guidance of teachers. Such 
sports activities continue without letup even during 
vacations. 

The mass game which is now widespread among all our 
schools is an important means of popularizing physical 
culture. Itis performed with the participation of multitudes of 
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pupils and students, within the bounds of a single school or by 
the unit of county or city. 

The grand mass game “The People Sing of the Leader”’ 
played by over 50,000 pupils and students of Pyongyang in 
Apnil 1982 and the great mass game “Brilliant Korea’’ held in 
honour of the 40th anniversary of national liberation in 
August 1985 commanded unstinted praises of our people and 
large numbers of foreign friends for their scale, high ideo- 
logical content, rich artistic quality, refined athletic skills and 
a high degree of organization and discipline. 

Mass games not only help promote the physical strength 
of our children and youth but also cultivate them with a high 
spirit of collectivism, strong organization and discipline, 
improve their athletic techniques and foster their cultural and 
artistic accomplishments. 

Schools also widely organize collective physical training 
activities such as mountaineering and marching excursions to 
the revolutionary sites. These activities offer good opportu- 
nities for the students to make themselves physically well fit to 
suit the natural and geographical conditions of our mountain- 
ous country. 

In order to popularize athletics at schools, all our pupils 
and students are made to take the public examination of 
physical strength. This examination for the schoolchildren 
and students takes place every autumn, and all of them 
without exception throughout the country go in for it. 

In preparation for the physical strength examination 
whichis held ona nationwide scale, the students carry on hard 
training to reach the national standards in various items 
including running, long jump, high jump and horizontal bar 
exercise. On this basis, they undergo the examination for the 
state to check up on their physical preparation. 

With the object of popularizing and making a daily 
routine of physical culture at schools and improving sports 
techniques, various athletic meets and events are held 
regularly. 

Twice a year, that isin spring and autumn, sports festivals 
and athletic games are held in grand style on a national scale 
by school categories. Besides, in all local areas and schools 
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athletic meets are held on national red-letter days, com- 
memoration days, holidays and in different seasons, and 
sports circle activities are organized widely. 

By carrying on sports activities in ball games, gymnastics, 
field and track events, swimming, skating, and so on and in 
various national sports and defence games in the course of 
such athletic events, the pupils and students build up their 
physical strength and systematically improve their sports 
skills. 

In addition to popularizing and making a daily routine of 
physical culture, our schools specialize ina particular items of 
sports respectively in keeping with their specific features and 
preparedness. 

The policy of specialization in sports items at schoolsis an 
important guarantee for rapidly:developing techniques in 
certain items of sports making proper use of the favourable 
location of the school concerned and giving full play to the 
athletic potentials of its teaching staff and students and, on 
this basis, enabling it to carry on vigorously the sports 
activities as a whole on a high level. 

Asa result of the successful implementation of the policy 
of sports specialization, sports activities are now developing 
on a mass scale in many schools including those in Singye 
County located in a mountainous area and many promising 
reserves of sportsmen are appearing from among young 
pupils and students. 


EVERYONE TO PLAY A MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENT AT LEAST 


Our schools of all levels make it an important task to give 
education in art and cultivate the pupils and students in 
aesthetic sentiments and carry on this work systematically. 

From early years our children are educated to acquire 
elementary knowledge necessary for appreciating and creat- 
ing literary and art works and skills and rich sentiments to 
play one musical instrument at least in the process of learning 
our language, songs and dances at the kindergarten and the 
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Korean language, literature, music and, fine art at the 
primary and secondary schools. 

To the children and youth who have a great hope and 
ambition, rich feelings and are always brimming over with 
romanticism, various literary and artistic activities are an 
inalienable requirement of their life. 

In all kindergartens and schools up to universities various 
art circle activities are conducted extensively after school to 
enable the pupils and students to fully bring out their artistic 
aptitude and ability and realize their youthful dreams. These 
extracurricular art activities cover all fields of literature and 
art such as literature, music, dance and fine art and all 
youngsters throughout the country including cities, farm 
villages, plains and mountain areas take part in them. The 
prize competitions for literary works held in connection with 
the spring festival in April and the Day of Education in 
September among the teachers and students, and art festivals 
and art contests of kindergartners and pupils and students 
throughout the country offer the most favourable opportu- 
nities to improve their artistic attainments and creative 
abilities and to popularize literature and art. The mass artistic 
activities unfolded briskly among the schoolchildren and 
students guarantee the unceasing development of our litera- 
ture and art. The art festivals of the pupils and students give 
birth to a large number of singers, instrumentalists and actors 
and actresses of high reputation. 

In addition to the popularization of literary and artistic 
activities, deep attention is paid to the work of picking out 
and systematically educating those children who have an 
especially outstanding artistic talent and aptitude. 

Pyongyang Music and Dance University, Pyongyang 
University of Cinematics and Pyongyang University of Fine 
Arts in the capital and the College of Arts in every province 
are establishments specializing in the education of arts which 
select and give systematic education to children and students 
with an outstanding artistic gift. 

In these specialized artistic educational institutions, 
youngsters are growing to be reliable reserves of core elements 
who will bring our Juche art into full flower. 
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7. TEACHERS ARE HONOURABLE 
REVOLUTIONARIES 


Teachers are in charge of educational work to bring up the 
rising generation. Their sense of responsibility and role decide 
the success of educational work and the qualitative level of the 
rising generation. Therefore, the correct solution of the 
problem of teachers is the key to the educational work of a 
country. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

‘“*Teachers are directly in charge of educational work. In our 
society they are career revolutionaries who bring up the younger 
generation as heirs to the revolution and as Communists.” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. VII, pp. 385- 
86.) 

In the past, too, teachersin our country were respected for 
their role of teaching and guiding people. But however greatly 
they may have respected the teachers, they did not regard 
them as other than diffusers of learnings and enlighteners. 

Butin our country today teachers are greatly looked up to 
as career revolutionaries. When we say that teachers are 
career revolutionaries, we mean that the educational work 
undertaken by them is not merely a job of passing on 
knowledge to people but a revolutionary work of bringing 
them up to be powerful beings, independent and creative, 
capable of carrying on the revolution and construction as 
masters. 

In the building of a new society itisimportant beyond any 
doubt to transform nature and society, but it is still more 
important and difficult to remould people. Because the work 
of transforming nature and society cannot go off successfully 
without giving priority to the work of properly rearing and 
educating people who are its undertakers. This is why 
educational work aimed at rearing people to be powerful 
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independent and creative beings is an important revo- 
lutionary task and the teachers who are wholly responsible for 
this work are career revolutionaries. 


1) TEACHERS SHOULD BECOME 
REVOLUTIONARIES BEFORE 
ANYONE ELSE 


Itis not difficult to become a teacher, but.it is not so easy 
to fulfil the role of a teacher-revolutionary. 

Unless the teacher himself 1s a revolutionary, he cannot 
bring up the younger generation to be revolutionaries, and 
unless he himself becomes a patriot, he cannot hope to rear 
them to be patriots. In order to bring up the younger 
generation to be true revolutionaries and patriots who serve 
faithfully the Party and the revolution, the country and the 
people, therefore, the teacher himself before anyone else 
should be prepared as a staunch revolutionary and patriot. 

The first indication of the revolutionary’s qualifications 
and traitsisindependent thinking. A revolutionary is so called 
precisely because he has revolutionary thoughts, and a 
patriot — the spirit of loving his country and his people. 

For this reason,.our teachers bend primary efforts to study 
the Juche idea and Party policy to prepare themselves as 
genuine revolutionaries equipped with high revolutionary 
ideas, and strive for self-discipline to acquire lofty spiritual 
and moral qualities. 

At the same time, political and organized life is 
strengthened among the teachers. 

All our teachers are affiliated with a certain organization 
of the Party or one of the working people’s organizations and 
lead a political and organizational life. In the course of 
organizational life, they receive systematic ideological edu- 
cation and undergo revolutionary tempering and training 
with the help of the organization and collective. 

Revolutionary activity is an effective means of re- 
educating people. Our teachers devote all their wisdom and 
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energies to the teaching work which is their important 
revolutionary activity. While learning from the masses of 
people amidst the throbbing realities of the building of 
socialism, they carry on social and political activities and the 
work of diffusing science and technology. In this process their 
revolutionization and working-classization are accelerated. 

In order to acquit themselves well of their revolutionary 
duty as educationists, the teachers should steadily improve 
their scientific, theoretical and practical qualifications. The 
ability of teachers decides the quality of education. They 
ought to know ten ora hundred thingsif they are to teach one. 

In our country, therefore, the work of improving the 
teachers’ qualifications is not only the concern of the teachers 
themselves but also is pushed forward actively as a matter of 
national interest. 

All our teachers conduct systematic studies in diverse 
forms such as individual and collective studies under yearly 
plans and with prospective goals for raising their qualifi- 
cations. Their programme of study includes not only the 
Juche idea and revolutionary policies of our Party but also 
general and special subjects of science and technology, 
educational theories and methods, and advanced teaching 
experiences. 

Further, model lessons, open teaching, educational and 
scientific forums, meetings for introducing teaching ex- 
periences and so on are regularly organized for the teachers in 
each region and school in the capital and provinces. 

In order to help teachers elevate their political and 
ideological, scientific and theoretical levels and better their 
practical teaching ability, a vanety of newspapers, magazines, 
reference books and collections of scientific essays such as 
‘Teachers’ Journal,” “Kindergarten,” ‘People’s Teacher”’ 
and “Propaganda Notebook for Teachers” are published in 
large copies. 

With the object of improving teachers’ qualifications, a 
teachers’ re-education system has been established in the 
capital and local areas and, moreover, short courses on the 
teaching of general education subjects are organized on a 
nationwide scale in the summer and winter vacations every 
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year. Further, teachers go on itinerary visits of revolutionary 
sites and battle sites, study tours and inspections of factories, 
enterprises, cooperative farms and educational and cultural 
establishments and take part in the study of the realities, so 
that they broaden their political and scientific horizons and 
accumulate rich actual experiences. 


2) THE “SEEDBED” FOR THE EDUCATION 
OF THE RISING GENERATION 


In our country teachers training institutions are called 
““seedbeds’”’ 

Tending the seedbeds carefully is essential for producing 
good seeds and superior breeding poultry will bring forth 
healthy chicks. Likewise, only when teachers training insti- 
tutions including the universities of education and teachers 
training colleges are built up solidly and good teachers are 
trained is it possible to rear the new generation to be true 
revolutionary workers. 

Proceeding from this point of view, our Party and state 
have built up teachers training establishments and developed 
the work of training teachers. | 

Before liberation there were only a few normal schools as 
teachers training establishments in north Korea. Even these 
schools admitted Japanese students in the main, whom they 
trained to be executors of their colonial slave education. In 
this situation our country had to start teachers training work 
from nothing after liberation. 

With a view to training new teachers in the service of the 
people from among the working people on an extensive scale, 
our Party established the regular teacher training system in a 
short time and, on the other hand, set up many different 
short-term teacher training centres. Thus, already in 1948 a 
school for training primary school teachers was newly es- 
tablished in every province, thus 13 normal schools came into 
being in all. This was followed by the opening of teachers 
training colleges aimed at cultivating teachers of junior middle 
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schools and universities of education designed to turn out 
teachers of senior middle schools. In this way a well-regulated 
teacher training system came into being. Besides, a large 
number of short-term teacher training centres were set up in 
the capital and provinces and greatly helped meet the sharply 
increasing demands for teachers in good time. 

Since then our teacher training system has been reformed 
and steadily improved in step with the rapid development of 
educational work. Today our teacher training system consists 
of the teachers training college, university of education, 
university’s postgraduate and doctoral courses. 

Kindergarten and primary school teachers are trained at 
teachers training colleges (three years), secondary school 
teachers—at universities of education, teachers of university of 
education and teachers training college—at Kim Hyong Jik 
University of Education in Pyongyang. Teachers of other 
higher educational institutions are systematically trained at 
the two-year postgraduate and doctoral courses which accept 
and educate university graduates. 

Every province has a university of education and a 
teachers training college, and postgraduate and doctoral 
courses have been set up at Kim Il Sung University and 
many other institutions of higher learning. Thus, “‘seedbeds”’ 
for the education of the younger generation are distributed 
evenly in the capital and local areas and successfully turn out 
kindergarteners and teachers of schools at all levels who are 
highly qualified as college or university graduates. 

Much efforts are exerted to build up the teachers training 
institutions as “‘seedbeds” both nominally and virtually. 

Teachers training colleges and universities of education 
preferentially enrol those who have been tempered at produc- 
tion sites or in military service after finishing senior middle 
school with fine records and are promising. 

Along with this, efforts are made to modernize edu- 
cational facilities and standardize everything including the 
organization of teaching and training and the building up of 
the education environment from the pedagogical point of 
view in order to make teachers training institutions models for 
all schools. 
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At the teachers training institutions primary attention is 
paid to equipping the students firmly with the revolutionary 
world outlook of Juche and getting them to havea deep grasp 
of socialist pedagogy. Simultaneously they are extensively 
taught their special subjects of science and technology, the 
methods of teaching different subjects and the theory of 
school administration. Further, all the students are made to 
get enough practical training in teaching and conduct social 
and political activities to help them become well up in the 
teaching methods and obtain practical abilities in addition to 
scientific and theoretical knowledge. 

Since our teachers training institutions have been con- 
solidated as “‘seedbeds” for the education of the rising 
generation, the ever-increasing demands for teachers are 
satisfied in both quantity and quality, thereby greatly con- 
tributing to the educational work in the country. 


3) CONFIDENCE IN AND CARE FOR 
THE TEACHERS 


Our teachers are respected and loved by the people and 
well treated socially. 


Surrounded by the Party’s great political confidence in 
and solicitude for them, they glonfy their political lives as 
career revolutionaries. Upholding the high honour of being 
members of the Workers’ Party of Korea, large numbers of 
our teachers are making their political lives shine brilliantly in 
the education of the younger generation which is a glorious 
revolutionary work. And no small number of teachers have 
been elected deputies to the Supreme People’s Assembly and 
other organs of state power at different levels and take an 
active part in the conduct of the state affairs. 

At the Fifth Session of the Fifth Supreme People’s 
Assembly held in Apmil 1975, the results of the enforcement of 
the law on the introduction of universal eleven-year com- 
pulsory education were reviewed. 

At the meeting the lady principal of the Aewon Senior 
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Middle School in Ryonggang County of South Pyongan 
Province took the floor and spoke about her experiences in 
the introduction of eleven-year compulsory education. She 
had had the honour of personally meeting the great leader a 
long time before when he was out in the county on a tour of 
on-the-spot guidance. At that time, the great leader, learning 
that she had been teaching at the school from when a girl with 
bobbed hair, inquired about her work and life in detail just as 
a father would and encouraged her to do her work still better. 

Under the warm care and love of the respected leader, the 
lady principal made innovations in the educational work and 
the administration of the school in the ensuing years and even 
became a deputy to the Supreme People’s Assembly. 

The great leader listened attentively to the speech of the 
lady principal who had trodden such a path of growth and 
praised her highly for her successful conduct of the school 
affairs and saw that thanks were extended to all the teaching 
staff of the school on behalf of the Supreme People’s 
Assembly. 

Later an honourable Kim I] Sung Order was conferred 
on this school and the title of Labour Hero of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea was awarded to her. 

In our country today teachers who have distinguished 
themselves in educational work are decorated with the 
honourable Kim II Sung Order and Kim II Sung Prize and 
other orders and prizes and awarded the title of Labour Hero 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the 
honorary titles of People’s Teacher and Merited Teacher. 
Furthermore, those who have worked with all devotion as 
primary school teacher for more than 20 years are given the 
Yearly Stipend from the respected leader Comrade 
Kim I] Sung. 

Besides, teachers are entitled to receive academic degrees 
and titles such as doctor, associate doctor, professor and 
associate professor from the state according to the services 
they have rendered in educational work and scientific 
researches. 

The teachers of our country live happily in fine living 
conditions provided by the state for them. They get higher 
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pays than those in other lines of work and are given houses 
preferentially. They are granted a paid leave regularly every 
year and accommodated in holiday homes or sanatoria at 
state expense. At present they take a fine recreation in many 
holiday homes and sanatoria including the teachers’ holiday 
homes built exclusively for the educators, and their number 
amounts to tens of thousands per annum. In addition, they 
regularly go on itinerary tours of old revolutionary sites and 
battle sites, sightseeing tours to scenic spots and field trips to 
various places. 

In our country special care is taken to ensure sufficient 
working and living conditions for female teachers. More 
teachers are allotted additionally to schools with a large 
number of female teachers so as to lighten their work burdens 
and a branch nursery is attached to every school which has 
more than five women teachers with young children. Besides, 
there are weekly and monthly nurseries for women teachers to 
relieve them of child care and enable them to devote 
themselves heart and soul to teaching work and social 
activities. 
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